
Minutes of the meeting of Bishop’s Cannings Parish Council held on 9th November 2017 

Present:  Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Kent, Cllr Mrs Mansell, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Mansell, Cllr Ralph and Cllr Thomas. 

 

Also in attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) and 3 members of the public. Cllr Miss Kent agreed to act as Clerk 

until the vacancy was filled. 

 

1. Election of Chairman: 

Cllr Mansell was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Hodge, seconded Cllr Mrs Combe, 6 in favour, 1 

abstention (Cllr Ralph).  Cllr Hodge felt the Council could move forward with a different make-up and 

new purpose.   

2. Apologies for Absence: 

Cllr Bridgen. 

3. Disclosure of Interest: 

Cllr Miss Kent declared an interest on item 11. 

4. Minutes: 

 It was resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 12th and 26th October 2017 should be signed 

as 

 a true record. 

5. Chairman’s Announcements: 

The Chairman stated that he could not see any reasons why the members could not work together with 

the common aim to do the best for the parish.  There was a lot of work to do in the immediate future 

and thanked members for their support over the last couple of weeks, especially to Cllr Miss Kent. 

He had received confirmation that the village firework display would likely be the last one.  The 

organisers would be thanked for all the work that had taken place over the years in putting on such a 

successful event.  Support would be offered to the Coate event in the future.  

6. Public questions, comments or representations: 

The Community Policing Team newsletter for November had been circulated to all members. 

Cllr Whitehead advised the metro counts had been installed at both ends of Chandlers Lane. 

7. Planning: 

• 17/09616/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION for demolition of existing Dutch Barn to be 

replaced by new grain store at Harepath Farm Buildings, Horton for The Crown Estate 

Commissioners. 

Concerns had been raised by the Rights of Way Officer with reference to obstruction of the 

path, with a suggestion that the proposed building be either repositioned or an application 

made to extinguish part of the path. 

The Council resolved: To object to the application as there is no evidence that a wildlife survey 

has been undertaken; there is no indication as to what is proposed for the encroachment onto 

the right of way and the proposed colour of the building was noted. 

Members noted the correspondence relating to the commencement of the Wiltshire Core Strategy 

review up to 2036, working in partnership with Swindon Borough Council.  Cllr Whitehead advised that 

WC had been informed by the Government to work with Swindon.  He expected that any proposal to 

lose the five year land supply would be rejected and considered for judicial review if required. 

8. Bank Mandate amendment: 

The Council agreed to have a further signatory, Cllr Bridgen.  Cllr Miss Kent would endeavour to find out 

from Lloyds Bank what action was required. 

9. Youth Engagement Action Plan: 

Cllr Thomas advised that he was waiting to hear from the Local Youth Facilitator to help put a 

questionnaire together for circulation to local schools and youth organisations.  Any suggestions for the 

type of questions to be raised would be appreciated.  Cllr Mansell had spoken with the leader of the 

ATC and ACF who would be more than happy to help the parish supporting projects, such as play area 



cleaning and the Parish Festival.  Cllr Mrs Combe advised that she knew the Royal British Legion 

representative who wished to become more involved in the parish.   

10. Play Area Refurbishment: 

Cllr Mansell had visited all the play areas and taken photos which were circulated to members.  It was 

disgraceful that Wiltshire Council had allowed them to get into this condition, although the works 

involved to get them into a good condition were not as bad as originally thought.  A lot of the work 

could be undertaken with little expense as working parties, including the ATC/ACF, could help with 

cleaning, weed clearance and hedge strimming.  Contractors for specialist weed spraying could be 

employed on a regular basis.  Most of the equipment appeared to be safe with only minor repairs 

required.  In the longer term, a regular grounds maintenance contract for the play areas, combined 

with Naughton Avenue and the churchyard could provide an attractive contract.  Cllr Mansell would 

obtain firm costs for the December meeting although it was thought to be in the region of £5,000-

£6,000 for all the areas to be brought up to standard.  Cllr Hodge said it was important to do this and 

restore pride in those areas of the parish.   

11. Parish Newsletter: 

Cllr Mansell did not wish to take on the production of the newsletter and asked Miss Keers if she would 

be willing to do this on a temporary basis.  Cllr Hodge proposed that an honorarium of £12 per hour 

should be offered to Miss Keers, particularly as a clerk’s salary was not presently being paid.  Cllr Ralph 

raised his concerns about the offer of payment as he would feel negligible not to do so when spending 

public money.  Miss Keers agreed to take on the newsletter and it was unanimously agreed by the 

Council.  She would set up a new contact email address, should the existing one not be offered up by 

the current owner.  Cllr Mansell suggested a local directory could be included at a later date.  

12. Review of Budget and Precept: 

Cllr Miss Kent advised that Wiltshire Council had released the tax base for 2018/19 which had increased 

from last year.  The extraordinary meeting on 16th November would allow for greater discussion and 

proposed figures would be distributed prior to the meeting.  Several suggestions were made for 

consideration within the precept, such as revisiting the Chandlers Lane field project and new ideas for 

the existing play areas, such as a short grass running track. 

13. Finance: 

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The following payments were approved: 

Optimum Finance 
SME Ltd 

Newsletter Printing 244.77 
 

s.142 LGA 72 1261 

LGS Garden Services Naughton Avenue 
Grass Cutting (x2) 

240.00 s.27 sched 14 LGA 72 1262 

Grant Thornton  External Audit Fee 
2017/18 

720.00 Audit Commission 
Act 1998 

1263 

SLCC Enterprises Ltd Clerk’s vacancy 
advertising on SLCC 
website 

360.00  1264 

Royal British Legion Annual Donation 150.00 s.15(5) LGA 72 1265 

1st BC Rainbows  S.137 donation 500.00 s.137 LGA 72 1266 

1st BC Brownies S.137 donation 500.00 s.137 LGA 72 1267 

2nd BC Brownies S.137 donation 500.00 s.137 LGA 72 1268 

1st BC Guides S.137 donation 500.00 s.137 LGA 72 1269 

Air Training Corp S.137 donation 300.00 s.137 LGA 72 1270 

Army Cadet Force S.137 donation 300.00 s.137 LGA 72  1271 

BC Cricket Club Youth 
Programme 

S.137 donation 300.00 s.137 LGA 72 1272 

  4,614.77   

 

 



14. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

An email had been received from the Community Fundraiser from Royal United Hospital, Bath and she 

would be pointed in the direction of the Christmas Fair and Parish Festival to share information.   

Mrs Carey had informed the council of her progress with the WW1 tree planting project.  Cllr Hodge felt 

it was important to be careful where they were planted to ensure they could be properly maintained in 

the future.  Cllr Mrs Combe agreed it should be made clear what the trees were being planted for and 

that a record should be kept of where they are.  Cllr Ralph reminded members that it had been 

suggested not to individualise the trees just in case they did not grow properly or were vandalised 

which could cause distress to family members in the future.  Mrs Carey would be asked to speak with 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and other landowners and to present the project to council for final approval in 

due course.  

 

Items for December meeting – Final Precept approval, update on the installation of the school 

defibrillator and representation on the Village Hall committee. 

 

Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th November 2017. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

8 1 Amend Bank Mandate Cllr Miss Kent/ 
Cllr Bridgen 

9 2 Pursue Youth Engagement Action Plan Cllr Thomas 

10 3 Pursue Play Area Refurbishment Cllr Mansell 

 

 


