
Minutes of the meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council held on 14th December 2017 

Present:  Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Mrs Mansell, 

Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Hodge and Cllr Jones. 

 

Also in attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) and 7 members of the public.  

 

Prior to the commencement of business Mr Mansell explained the reasons why he had donated a CCTV system to 

the Village Hall Committee in his capacity as a private individual and acting responsibly to anti-social behavioural 

issues that had been affecting the car park.  Emails that had been received by Cllr Whitehead and Cllr Miss Kent 

would not result in Mr Mansell’s resignation from the Council.  Many local residents had thanked Mr Mansell for 

his course of action. 

Cllr Whitehead commented that all councillors were individuals and could act as such which some members of 

the public did not understand.  He sought confirmation that the Parish Council were not aware or involved in the 

installation of the CCTV at the village hall, which was unanimously given. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Ralph. 

2. Disclosure of Interest: Cllr Miss Keers and Cllr Miss Kent declared an interest on item 14. 

3. Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 9th and 16th November should be 

signed as a true record.  

4. Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman advised that a letter had been received from Blitz, 

resigning from the bus stop cleaning contract with immediate effect.  This was due to the anti-social 

misuse of the shelters by unknown individuals.  Cllr Mansell would discuss the problem further with Mr 

Mead and suggested council consider putting notices up in the shelters and in the newsletter. 

5. Public questions, comments or representations: 

The Community Policing Team newsletter for December had been circulated to all members.  Several 

incidences of hare coursing had occurred.  Cllr Bridgen noted that some landowners had dug ditches to 

stop vehicles getting over their land. 

Cllr Whitehead reported the metro count results had been confirmed with both qualifying for 

Community Speedwatch.  Oak Close result 36.7mph and Village Hall 36.2mph.  Cllr Miss Kent asked 

now that the evidential data was available, could CATG be approached for suggestions as to other 

highway safety solutions?  Cllr Whitehead suggested it could be placed on a future agenda to discuss 

options such as installing village gates and more planters throughout as it would broadcast to drivers 

entering the village to drive more carefully.  

Mr Naesmyth advised that some contractors on the Lay Wood site were not keeping areas tidy where 

trenches and pavements had been dug up.  He also commented that the approved scheme between 

the nearest house and Horton Road, which was thought to have been for tree planting, was now 

thought not to be a big enough space.  Cllr Bridgen would look at the original plans and consider 

whether enforcement action should be requested.  Cllr Whitehead suggested that enforcement be 

asked whether there had been an infringement, request full reinstatement and ask whether the 

planting scheme was in line with approved conditions.  

Mr Toft asked about the excessive parking at the school and damage caused to the verges on Bourton 

Road.  Additionally, the sight lines at the junction of Bourton Road onto Chandlers Lane were 

obstructed by tree growth.  Cllr Whitehead felt it was best to write to the landowner to ask them to 

consider taking action.   Mr Toft also mentioned the poor visibility splay at the triangle junction on 

A361 which Cllr Whitehead suggested could be raised through the Area Board.  Verges were being 

eroded everywhere.  Any items placed on verges that could be proved to belong to a householder then 

they would become liable if damage was caused. 

 

6. Co-Option of One Councillor: Having received one application, Mr Toft was proposed to be co-opted by 

Cllr Jones, seconded Cllr Miss Keers, all in favour.  He took his seat at the table. 



 

7. Planning: The membership of the Planning Committee was reviewed with Cllr Jones joining Cllr Bridgen, 

Cllr Mrs Combe and Cllr Hodge.    

 

Decision - 17/08852/FUL FULL PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED for proposed first floor side extension 

at 4 Beechwood Close, Devizes for Mr A. Bourn. 

 

17/10673/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION for alterations to glamping campsite for 4 permanent 

pitches (retrospective) at Old Townsend Farmhouse, Horton Road East C8 to entrance of Townsend 

Farm, Horton for Mr Lee.  Mr Lee was present to comment.  Letters of objection had been received. 

The Council resolved: To strongly support the application, 9 for, 1 abstention. 

 

17/10517/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION for erection of boundary fence (retrospective) at 37 

Waterside Park, Devizes for Mr A. Scrivens. 

The Council resolved: No objection, all in favour. 

 

8. Ratification of Precept 2018/19: Cllr Mrs Combe proposed ratification of the Precept for 2018/19 to be 

set at £58,489 (£52.00 per annum per Band D property) as agreed at the Extraordinary meeting held on 

16th November, seconded Cllr Bridgen, all in favour. 

 

9. Bank Mandate amendment: Cllr Bridgen had contacted the bank who advised that the signatures of all 

the existing signatories would be required.  Cllr Bridgen would contact the former councillors. 

 

10. Youth Engagement Action Plan: Cllr Thomas was not present to provide an update.  Cllr Miss Keers 

advised that an email had been received from Helen Bradley, the Local Youth Facilitator who had 

informed her of the next LYN meeting taking place on 8th January at Devizes School.  The Parish Council 

needed to become more approachable and engage more with the school and local young people.  

Helen would be invited to the next council meeting to make a brief presentation on the LYN and youth 

funding available for projects and activities.  Cllr Bridgen reminded members of the young persons age 

demographic data that had been previously available.  Cllr Whitehead suggested that some LYN funding 

might not yet be allocated or spent.   

 

11. Play Area Refurbishment: Cllr Mansell suggested the existing contract for Naughton Avenue could be 

combined with a maintenance contract for the play areas to create one large contract.  There did not 

appear to be any written contract in place for the existing contractor.  It had been brought to his 

attention by a regular user of Le Marchant that the footpath was not lit and could be a safety concern.  

This would be brought to the attention of Wiltshire Council.  

 

12. Chandlers Lane Amenity Area Project: Cllr Hodge had kindly supplied the Land Registry Title Map 

showing the ownership of the land as the Diocese of Salisbury.  It was unanimously agreed to make 

contact and express an interest in negotiating a lease to create a community amenity area.  S.106 

monies could be available from the Lay Wood development for such a provision. 

 

13. Village Hall Representative and Councillors Responsibilities: Cllr Mansell agreed to be the Village Hall 

representative.   

 

14. Finance:  

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The following payments were approved: 

 



Miss M. Keers Newsletter Production 96.00 s.142 LGA 72 1273 

LGS Garden Services Naughton Avenue Grass Cutting (x 1) 120.00 s.27 sched 14 LGA 72 1274 

Wiltshire Council Licence fee for school play area use 10.00 s.19 LGA 1976 1275 

BLITZ Bus stop cleaning 150.00 s.4 LGA 1953 1276 

  376.00   

 

Cllr Miss Keers was happy to continue the production of the newsletter for the time being.  Cllr Mansell 

advised that the vacancy for parish clerk still remained and advertising for the role would recommence 

in the New Year.  Cllr Mansell thanked Cllr Miss Kent for continuing to undertake the clerk’s role which 

was unanimously agreed. 

 

15. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

Cllr Mrs Mansell reported that the Tuesday Club members had experienced difficulty using the village 

hall car park as it always seemed quite full at the time of their meetings.  Cllr Bridgen suggested a 

carefully worded letter could be sent to known users of the car park requesting them to refrain from 

using the car park unless they were attending an event at the village hall.    

 

Correspondence received: 

Wiltshire Council – Area Board proposed highways improvement to take place at the church footpath 

Cricket Club – letter of thanks for donation, Cllr Bridgen asked for them to provide a fixtures list. 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides – letter of thanks for donation. 

Devizes and District Link – request for donation, any provision for last year would be investigated. 

 

 

Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th December 2017. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

4 1 Contact Blitz to discuss contract Cllr Mansell 

5 2 Lay Wood planting scheme infringement Cllr Bridgen 

5 3 Contact landowner to cut back trees at Chandlers Lane Cllr Miss Kent 

5 4 Report poor visibility splay on A361 junction Cllr Miss Kent 

9 5 Contact existing bank signatories Cllr Bridgen 

10 6 Invite Helen Bradley to next meeting Cllr Miss Kent 

11 7 Contact WC about lighting at Le Marchant Cllr Miss Kent 

12 8 Contact Diocese of Salisbury to discuss Chandlers Lane Cllr Miss Kent 

14 9 Recommence advertising of Clerk’s vacancy in January Cllr Miss Kent 

15 10 Highlight correct use of car park with known users Cllr Miss Kent 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed 9.20pm. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 


