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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council 
held on 16th November 2017, 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 
Present: 
Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Mrs Mansell, Cllr Neil Bridgen,  
Cllr Michael Hodge, Cllr David Ralph; Cllr Matthew Thomas. 
 
Also in attendance: Three members of the public. 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence: None.  
 
2.  Disclosures of Interest: Cllr Miss Kent on item four, as one of the applicants was a relative. 
 
3.  Public questions, comments or representations: None. 
 
4.  Co-Option of Two Councillors: 
Notification had been received from Wiltshire Council that a bye-election had not been requested for two 
vacancies.  Two applications had been received and circulated to all members prior to the meeting.  It was 
unanimously resolved to co-opt both Miss M. Keers and Mr R. Jones onto the Council. 
Cllr Ralph hoped that future applicants would be encouraged to apply from all areas of the parish. 
 
5.  Precept 2018/19: 
Cllr Miss Kent had circulated a precept proposal to all members prior to the meeting.  Various options had been 
presented including increases to £50,000, a 12.5% increase and increase to £52 per annum for a Band D property 
(equivalent to £1 per week).  Cllr Mrs Combe said the precept had always been low compared to other parishes of 
a similar size and status.   
 
Cllr Hodge asked what the timetable for refurbishing the play areas would be.  Cllr Mansell advised he hoped that 
the majority of them could be tidied up before April.  He also felt it would be beneficial to combine the grass 
cutting contract between Naughton Avenue and the churchyard to make one larger contract. 
 
Cllr Ralph felt that as long as the proposed increases could be justified to the electorate by explaining the 
council’s future plans, then its position would be defendable.  Cllr Mansell said future projects would include the 
refurbishment and ongoing maintenance of the nine play areas in the parish, upgrading the village hall car park, 
improvements to the footpath through the churchyard, formal commencement of the Chandlers Lane amenity 
area project, lighting provision at Le Marchant amenity area as well as the existing schemes for tree planting, 
additional engraving on the War Memorial and defibrillator provision.  It was difficult to balance both urban and 
rural needs but all schemes would always be considered. 
 
The additional funds would mainly be allocated to amenity land improvements, public consultation and to 
purchase equipment for the new clerk to avoid use of personal property.  Cllr Mrs Combe felt that certain groups 
in the parish had already received their fair share of funding.  Cllr Miss Kent would ask the relevant officer at 
Wiltshire Council to confirm the exact funds coming from CIL and S.106 for recent developments. 
 
Cllr Mrs Mansell asked how the council could publicise its decision and make itself more approachable?  Cllr 
Bridgen suggested this could be done through the newsletter, social media and to improve the council’s visibility 
at external meetings and local organisations.  Saturday morning surgeries/coffee mornings could take place or 
prior to the start of the normal Council meeting. 
 
It was resolved to increase the precept for 2018/19to £58,489 (£52 per annum for a Band D property), 
unanimously agreed and would be presented for approval at December Council. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.52pm. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………… Date ……………………………………………………………..……. 


