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Minutes of the meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council held on 11th January 2018 

Present:  Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Jones and Cllr 

Ralph. 

 

Also in attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) and 6 members of the public.  

 

Prior to the commencement of business, the Chairman welcomed and thanked everyone for attending and 

wished a Happy New Year to all. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Mrs Combe, Mrs Mansell, Cllrs Hodge, Thomas and Toft. 

2. Disclosure of Interest: None. 

3. Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th December should be signed as a 

true record.  

4. Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman informed the meeting that Rev’d Beth Brown had been 

involved in an extremely bad road traffic collision in Oxfordshire just before Christmas.  Sadly, the other 

driver involved had died and the Chairman expressed his condolences to their family.  Rev’d Beth 

Brown remained in intensive care and was unconscious.  A card had been sent from the community and 

the thoughts and prayers were with her and her family.  Any update on her condition would be issued 

as soon as it was known through the Council’s social media sites. 

A letter had been received requesting the annual donation for the 13th year of the Art Competition and 

it was agreed to add it to the cheques for approval. 

Mrs Carey had provided an update on the WW1 tree planting project and the requirement for the 

Parish Council to agree to undertake future maintenance of the seven new trees.  A formal resolution 

would be considered at the February meeting.  The Parish Council would also need to set a date for the 

planting and decide who would be involved.  It would be a date as near as possible to Remembrance 

Day.  Mrs Carey also raised the issue of tree planting along Bourton and Horton Roads.  No plans had 

been made available for the proposed planting scheme and would be requested.  Contact would be 

made with the Crown Estates to discuss the road width issue.  Funding for these trees was already 

included in this financial year.   

Mr Hibberd had written regarding the installation of a defibrillator in the telephone box at Coate for 

which the Parish Council had funds set aside.  Cllr Miss Kent would ask the cricket club whether they 

had considered donating a defibrillator as it was thought this had previously been mentioned.   

5. Presentation by Helen Bradley, Local Youth Facilitator, Wiltshire Council: 

Miss Bradley explained her role to members which covers the whole of Devizes, Calne and 

Marlborough areas.  The Local Youth Network is a sub-group of the Area Board that is made up of 

representatives from various parishes, groups and Devizes and Lavington school.  There was no 

representative attending from Bishops Cannings.  The LYN works to assess the needs of young people 

and tries to fill the gaps by the provision of positive activities.  It meets every other month and has 

good links with the local policing team.  Youth funding was available for revenue only and could be 

applied for through the Area Board or LYN.  Training was taking place on 10th February for youth 

volunteers.  Ideas for the parish were welcomed, especially as it was a diverse area, both rural and 

urban.  There were a few groups already in existence, but these were activity based groups not just 

hang out groups. 

The council needed to find out what the young people want with a consultation being a good place to 

start.  Miss Bradley would be happy to facilitate and to encourage people to just try things out and 

could offer a funding pot of activities in the first instance to existing groups.  There was a good network 
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of youth workers available that could help.  She encouraged someone to attend the LYN to represent 

the parish, it did not have to be a councillor. 

Cllr Bridgen suggested a mobile climbing wall type of event could take place at Le Marchant or an out of 

bound course.  Cllr Miss Kent suggested transport to the monthly nightclub event could be funded.  

This could run in conjunction with other local parish councils in the area.  The age range was 13-19 but 

flexible at the transition ages from primary to secondary schools. 

Cllr Mansell thanked Miss Bradley for her very informative presentation. 

6. Public questions, comments or representations: 

The Community Policing Team newsletter for January had been circulated to all members.   

A concerned member of the public asked Council what was meant by the change to the Parish Council’s 

Facebook page.  Cllr Mansell explained that the old page was under the administration of another 

person who had not been willing to pass over the access details.  A new Facebook page had been 

created which was the official one.  It was obvious to all that the page had been changed and was being 

used to cause discord, damage, mischief and done in a vexatious manner with blatant comments 

targeting individual councillors.  The council unanimously agreed to issue a public statement stating 

that the “Watch” page was not, in any way, shape or form, affiliated to this council.  This Council was 

here to serve everyone in the community and it was considered shameful that people in today’s society 

could act in this way against others who were giving their time for free. 

The issue of parking at Coate was raised by a member of the public as there had been no further 

communication.  Cllr Miss Kent would find out and provide an update in due course.  HGVs continued 

to use the Coate roads, irrelevant of the weight limits.  Cllr Whitehead commented that previously, it 

had been useful to take details and provide information to the police and company direct, people 

should continue to do this whenever possible.  Over time there had been a significant erosion of the 

roadside verges, not just from HGVs, which was having a detrimental effect to the width of the road 

with cars driving in the centre or nearly being forced off on a number of occasions.  With the 

narrowness, icy roads and speeding, it was an accident waiting to happen.  Cllr Whitehead said there 

was no easy solution as the verges could not be protected, however, the council could ask for a metro 

count to be undertaken to gather speed data.  Two members of the public were willing to join a 

Community Speedwatch group once it was established.  Cllr Miss Kent would write to two local 

companies asking them to drive more considerately.  

A member of the public commented on the state of BCAN28 at the top part of the crossroads which 

was becoming impassable, this would be reported to the Rights of Way department. 

Cllr Miss Kent mentioned the email from Mr Sinclair which had been circulated to all members 

regarding the speed limit on Horton Road.  Cllr Whitehead explained that a reassessment was possibly 

required with an aim to reduce the limit to 40mph and reduce to 30mph at the garage.  The village 

gates for Bishops Cannings could be requested via CATG although it would be at least 12 months on the 

priorities list.  An alternative method would be to arrange a site meeting with Highways and agree an 

installation plan, members unanimously agreed to take this course of action. 

Cllr Whitehead was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks for clearing the rubbish away from the top of 

the track.   

The size of the litter bin at the bus stop in Coate was not very big although it was emptied efficiently.  

Wiltshire Council would be asked if there could be a larger bin or a collection point.   

7. Planning: 

There were no planning decisions to report. 

 

17/11969/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION to erect single storey side extension at Fieldside, Coate for 

Mr I. Molesworth. 

The Council resolved: No Objection 
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17/11687/PNCOU  NOTIFICATION FOR PRIOR APPROVAL UNDER CLASS Q Conversion of steel framed 

structure to dwelling and associated operational development at The Barn, South Calcote Farm, Coate 

for J R Angell Farming Ltd. 

The Council resolved: To object to this application as the site is within the North Wessex Downs AONB 

which is article 2 (3) land. 

 

Cllr Jones advised of notification from Wiltshire Council detailing the planning appeal case at 7 The 

Keep, London Road, for retrospective application for fence around perimeter of garden to ground floor 

flat and shed within garden.  The Parish Council had nothing further to add to the comments already 

made. 

8. Bank Mandate amendment: Cllr Bridgen was in the process of obtaining the required signatures.   

9. Chandlers Lane Amenity Area Project:  The Chandlers Lane project had been a long-standing idea, to 

create a large amenity area which could be used to create a memorial walk, allotments and sports area.  

The land was owned by the Diocese who were willing to enter into discussions with the Parish Council. 

The Council would wish to pursue a long lease of the land with the next step to establish a working 

group.  Cllr Ralph believed the site was still away from the majority of the people, but presently there 

were no alternative sites in that part of the parish.  Cllr Jones advised that the canal towpath would be 

upgraded as stated in the Lay Wood agreement.  Members agreed with Cllr Ralph but felt that 

Chandlers Lane was an opportunity not to be missed.  It was agreed that Cllr Mansell, Cllr Hodge and 

Cllr Jones would form a working group to meet with the Diocese and take the project forward.   

10. Parish Newsletter: A few parishioners had mentioned that a disclaimer should be included in the 

newsletter that the businesses advertised were not endorsed by the council, this was unanimously 

agreed.  It had been mentioned that Cllr Miss Keers was continuing to be paid to produce the 

newsletter which had been agreed prior to her co-option onto the council.  Cllr Bridgen stated that all 

payments were brought before council for approval, declarations of interest noted and therefore no 

inappropriate action was being taken, this was seconded by Cllr Ralph with all in agreement. 

11. Parish Bus Stops: A complaint had been received from the cleaning contractor that some of the bus 

shelters were being used as public conveniences.  This was unacceptable behaviour which would be 

brought to the attention of the local police and the public through the newsletter.  Members were in 

agreement that some signs should be installed to keep the shelters clean and tidy. 

12. Village Hall Car Park: A letter had been received from a representative of the Tuesday Club expressing 

concern about the state of the car park and that people who hire the hall are finding it difficult to park 

on occasion.  It was suggested that a sign could be erected that the car park was for the use by parents 

of school children and users of the hall only.  Some cars appeared to park there all day which was 

compounded by not being able to park in The Crown car park.  Wiltshire Council would be asked to 

advise their refuse crews not to use the car park as heavy vehicles were causing damage.  The issue of 

parking would be revisited in due course.   

13. Litter issues around the Parish: Large amounts of polystyrene were unsightly at the Lay Wood 

development, Cllr Miss Kent would write to the developer as well as to Lidl’s and B and Q to keep their 

car parks tidy.  Cllr Mansell continued to collect large amounts of litter around the village with two 

members of the public coming forward to become litter ambassadors in Coate. The Parish Council 

would purchase litter pickers, gloves and bags.  The school would be asked if they would consider a 

competition to design a litter sign. 

14. Finance:  

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The council noted the outturn to 28th December. 

The following payments were approved: 
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J. Hambleton Newsletter delivery February-July 
2018 

1,260.00 s.142 LGA 72 1277 

Optimum Finance 
SME Limited 

Newsletter printing Festive edition 217.57 s.142 LGA 72 1278 

S. Padwick Children’s Art Festival donation 200.00 s.145 LGA 72 1279 

  1,677.57   

 

 

15. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

All matters of correspondence had been dealt with. 

Wiltshire Council had supplied the dates of Parish Steward visits, being 25th January, 22nd February, 22nd 

March and 19th April.  Please forward any jobs to Cllr Miss Kent. 

 

Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2018. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

4 1 Request tree planting plans from previous clerk Cllr Miss Kent 

4 2 Contact Crown Estates about road width/tree planting Cllr Miss Kent 

4 3 Contact Cricket Club to ask for donation for defibrillator Cllr Miss Kent 

6 4 Issue public statement about Facebook ‘Watch’ page Council 

6 5 Check with CATG Coate parking issues Cllr Miss Kent 

6 6 Write to local companies about HGV use on minor roads Cllr Miss Kent 

6 7 Report BCAN28 to RoW Cllr Miss Kent 

9 8 Arrange meeting with Diocese to discuss Chandlers Lane Cllr Miss Kent 

11 9 Arrange for signs for bus shelters Cllr Mansell 

12 10 Arrange for signs for village hall car park Cllr Mansell 

12 11 Ask WC to stop refuse vehicles parking at village hall Cllr Miss Kent 

13 12 Ask the school to consider a litter design competition Cllr Miss Keers 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed 9.20pm. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 


