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Minutes of the meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council held on 8th February 2018 

Present:  Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Mrs Mansell, 

Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Jones, Cllr Ralph and Cllr Toft. 

 

Also in attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) and 5 members of the public.  

 

Prior to the commencement of business, the Chairman announced that he had received and accepted the 

resignation of Cllr Matt Thomas.  The Chairman thanked him for his time as a councillor on behalf of the Council.  

Cllr Miss Kent explained the process for statutory notice and possible co-option.   

 

1. Apologies for Absence: None. 

2. Disclosure of Interest: Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent and Cllr Mansell on item 15. 

3. Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th January should be signed as a 

true record.  

4. Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman had been notified by Mr Naesmyth that he had met with 

the site manager at Lay Wood.  Cllr Mansell had also spoken with the manager and Wiltshire Council 

enforcement to ensure the site was kept clear of litter and building debris.  The area had been tidied in 

recent days.  An email from Mr Holman had been received in which he announced his continued 

intention to keep the area in which he lived litter free.  He also raised his concerns about the litter that 

always appeared at the B and Q site and London Road bus stops.  The Council had already written to B 

and Q and Lidls asking them to keep their areas clean and tidy.  There was also a lot of dog waste along 

the grass and path at Horton Road.  A resident from Horton had written about the problem with the 

drain at the bus stop.  This had already been reported to WC Highways and it would be suggested that 

the system needed to be rodded not just clear the gulley.   

5. Public questions, comments or representations: A resident of Coate asked who was responsible for 

the verge alongside the cricket club as it was getting damaged.  Cllr Whitehead advised that it could be 

the responsibility of Highways up to 1m from the roadside but would check.  Any works would only be 

done for safety reasons not aesthetics.  Mr Cackett asked when the metro strips for Coate would likely 

be going down, Cllr Whitehead would chase them up but would not be for a couple of months yet.  Mr 

Cackett also suggested that the noticeboard in the bus shelter was not particularly visible so it might be 

better sited outside and more prominent.  Would there be any possibility of reinstating a dog waste bin 

as the old one had been removed, this would be put on the next agenda for discussion.  Another bin 

had also been removed as it was being used by someone for their household waste.  Mr Cackett asked 

who looked after the planter on the green at Coate and whether his wife could also help.  Mr 

Hambleton looked after it but could not see a problem.  A resident asked about the hooks and chains 

being used by some residents to stop vehicles passing on their land, Cllr Whitehead advised that the 

Highways Engineer had contacted the house owner, although he understood why some householders 

did this. 

6. Community Policing Team: A brief report from PCSO Burnside was read out.  There had been no 

reports of anti-social behaviour but 3 RTCs had occurred but with no serious injuries. 

7. Area Board: Cllr Whitehead reported the Area Board was busy.  There was a proposal to reinstate the 

train station at Lydeway, accelerated by a group of businessmen.  The station provision was never the 

problem as it was comparatively easy and cheap to provide, the issue was getting a service to stop at a 

station.  There was an ongoing project linking Bristol to Oxford and onto Cambridge which would 

potentially pass through Corsham and Royal Wootton Bassett.  Wilton station was fortunate to link into 

a potential service at Salisbury.  He felt that a service through Lydeway would never happen, but a 

design is being looked at and in real terms would be a 10 year project.  Cllr Whitehead advised the WC 
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budget was going through at 3% social care fund and 2.99% council tax charge with the transformation 

plans in progress.  Cllr Bridgen asked whether the increase would be adequate, Cllr Whitehead felt it 

would not be enough to cope with the growth in social care.  A person living at home receiving care 

was considered less expensive than being in a care home.  Assessments performed in hospital do not 

always give a clear picture of the level of care required and people should be encouraged to help stay in 

their own homes.  There was a good growth of business in Wiltshire, with transformation plans and 

efficiency savings having balanced the books for 10 years.  Reporting issues on the MyWiltshire app 

saves money and would become self-sufficient.  Cllr Bridgen asked whether there had been an impact 

from the collapse of Carillion, Cllr Whitehead replied there had not. 

8. CATG: Cllr Jones reported from a meeting attended on 31st January.  Three issues were discussed 

relating to the parish.  The potential lighting of the footpath at Le Marchant amenity area would be 

investigated by the lighting engineer.  It could be a straightforward project if electric is already there.  

The other two issues relate to speeding at the Village Hall and Oak Close.  The ringfenced S.106 of £57k 

is for community works for the village which could be pursued to deal with these issues.  A list of works 

has been suggested but needs to be explored with highways who will offer advice.  Any works that 

Wiltshire Council undertake have to be in consultation with the Parish Council and within Bishops 

Cannings village only.  Cllr Hodge felt there was a safety issue that needed addressing due to the level 

of children walking around the village and to provide safe passage to the local school.  Cllr Jones was 

happy to take over being the Parish Council representative.  

The reduction of the speed limit on Horton Road would be controlled by the engineering principles of 

highways team and national legislation. 

Weight limits for Coate would have to be sited at the junction so that drivers could make their 

decisions.  A lorry watch should be started which can then be enforced by the police.  One of the 

residents had spoken with some of the local companies and it appeared that less lorries were using the 

roads.  Cllr Miss Kent would request a replacement sign and also ask the Cricket Club about removing 

the nets when not used at this time of year, due to the noise created in high winds. 

9. Planning: 

17/10517/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED for retention of timber garden fence and 

retrospective change of use of land to garden curtilage at 37 Waterside Park, Devizes for Mr A. 

Scrivens. 

10. Bank Mandate amendment: Cllr Bridgen continued to try and obtain signatures from the existing 

signatories so that they could be removed from the account. 

11. Chandlers Lane Amenity Area Project:  Cllr Miss Kent had made contact with the Diocese and Savills 

who had provided copies of previous enquiries made by the Parish Council.  The Council were happy to 

proceed and arrange to meet with the tenant to discuss the idea.  Cllr Jones commented that the S.106 

agreement for the Lay Wood development had a large sum of money that could be used towards this 

project as it was specifically set aside for sports provision.  During the discussion, a member of the 

public interrupted and strongly objected to the use of public money for this purpose.  Cllr Mansell 

advised that previous S.106 money had been spent without the approval of the public.  Cllr Whitehead 

explained how S.106 funds were obtained and ringfenced for specific purposes that were part of 

planning legislation.  The council were keen to start the process rolling and would keep parishioners 

informed along the way.  Lots of community facilities could be provided on one site.  Unfortunately, it 

was the only large piece of land in the parish that could be used and was potentially available.   

12. Defibrillator Provision: Coate: Cllr Miss Kent explained that the Cricket Club had agreed to make a 

donation of £1,000 towards the provision of a defibrillator that would be installed in the telephone box.  

This would leave enough funds to purchase another unit which could be sited in the area of Cannings 

Hill. 
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School provision: consideration was given as to whether the school continued to be the best place to 

site the defibrillator.  The electrical contractor had finally made contact to arrange an installation date.  

It was unanimously agreed to ask Wadworths whether the unit could be placed at The Crown which 

was considered a more suitable, central place with plenty of parking.  The school would be informed 

that the installation was being reviewed. 

13. Litter issues around the Parish: Cllr Mansell had purchased 15 sets of litter pickers, hi-viz vests, gloves 

and bags to issue to volunteers.  B and Q, Lidls and David Wilson Homes had been contacted to tidy up 

their areas and large quantities of litter were still being picked up. 

The Great British Spring Clean was taking place nationally from 2nd to 4th March.  The school grounds 

clean up day would also be taking place on 3rd March.  The council would need to register an event with 

Wiltshire Council as extra equipment would be provided and waste bags picked up from agreed 

locations around the parish.  Cllr Miss Keers had asked the school to consider designing a poster to 

promote a litter free parish.  The weekend event and encouragement of volunteers to join would be 

promoted through the newsletter and social media. 

14. WW1 Tree Planting and Memorial: Further to Mrs Carey’s letter the council formally resolved to 

undertake the future tree maintenance of those planted at Le Marchant amenity area, all in agreement.  

The Parish Council were considering a simple form of lasting memorial to commemorate the centenary 

and an unveiling event.  Cllr Mrs Mansell would sketch some ideas and share with council in due 

course.  A change of name to Centenary Park would also be suggested to Wiltshire Council. 

15. Finance:  

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The following payments were approved: 

Sally Strachey Historic 
Conservation Ltd 

Engraving works to War Memorial 5,371.55 s.1 War Memorials 
(Local Authorities’ 
Powers) Act 1923;  
as extended by s.133 
Local Government 
Act 1948 

1280 

Miss M. Keers Newsletter production 
February edition 

36.00 s.142 LGA 72 1281 

Mr G. Mansell Purchase of 15 sets of litter pickers, 
hi-viz vests and gloves 

56.70 s.5 and 6 Litter Act 
1983  

1282 

 
 
 
 

   5,464.25   

 

 

16. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

Quotations had been obtained from four contractors for grounds maintenance for 2018/19.  Cllr 

Mansell had met each contractor on site.  One part of the quotation was to get the nine play areas 

tidied up, including new bark surfacing and the other part was for regular grass and hedge cutting.  The 

council wished to support local business and it was not bound to accept the lowest quote.  There would 

be more work to offer in the near future, but it was difficult when there were clear price differences.   

Cllr Mrs Combe, proposed to accept the quotation from Idverde for 2018/19, seconded Cllr Ralph, all in 

favour. Cllr Bridgen proposed that Mr Powell be invited to quote for future works, all in favour. 

Cllr Mrs Combe asked what happens to plastics once they are collected from the roadside, Cllr 

Whitehead would provide information. 
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Wiltshire Council had supplied the dates of Parish Steward visits, being 22nd February, 22nd March and 

19th April.  Please forward any jobs to Cllr Miss Kent. 

 

Provision of a new litter bin and noticeboard at Coate would be put on the next agenda. 

 

Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th February 2018. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

 1 Notify Wiltshire Council of councillor vacancy Cllr Miss Kent 

5 2 Damage to verge at Cricket Club Cllr Miss Kent 

8 3 Arrange for replacement weight restriction sign Cllr Miss Kent 

8 4 Ask cricket club to consider lowering nets  Cllr Miss Kent 

10 5 Bank mandate signatures Cllr Bridgen 

11 6 Arrange meeting with Mr Gage Cllr Miss Kent 

12 7 Purchase defibrillator and cabinet for Coate Cllr Miss Kent 

12 8 Contact Wadworth about siting defibrillator at The Crown Cllr Miss Kent 

13 9 Register and publicise Great British Spring Clean Cllr Miss Kent 

14 10 Prepare sketch ideas for Le Marchant memorial Cllr Mrs Mansell 

14 11 Discuss memorial plans with Wiltshire Council Cllr Miss Kent 

16 12 Plastic recycling information Cllr Miss Kent 

 

There being no further business the Chairman moved the meeting into confidential session. 

 

 

 

 

 


