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Minutes of the meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council held on 8th March 2018 

Present:  Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Mrs Mansell, 

Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Jones and Cllr Toft. 

 

Also in attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) and 5 members of the public.  

 

Prior to the commencement of business, the Chairman led a tribute and minute’s silence in memory of Reverend 

Beth Brown who had sadly passed away.  Cllr Mansell also provided details of the service which would be held on 

17th March, 12.30pm at St. Mary’s, with donations going to the school.  

 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Ralph. 

2. Disclosure of Interest: Cllr Mrs Combe on item 8, Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent and Cllr Mansell on 

item 15. 

3. Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th February, including the 

Confidential Item, should be signed as a true record.  

4. Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman had received a letter from Mr Robson who brought to the 

attention of the council a few items within the parish that required attention.  Cllr Mansell distributed 

photos showing the concerns raised relating to damaged signs, the village hall noticeboard and 

damaged grit bin.  Cllr Mansell had already responded to Mr Robson directly to deal with the issues as 

quickly as possible.  Cllr Mansell asked members whether there was any recollection of where the 

stored grit bins were located, to which there was no response. 

Mr Naesmyth and Cllr Mansell had spoken again with the David Wilson Homes site manager to 

reiterate that the development site, especially along the road, should be kept tidy and free of materials.  

It was noted that some clearance had taken place. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr Mansell passed on his best wishes to Sgt. Nick Bailey and to all the 

emergency services for keeping the public safe following the recent incident in Salisbury. 

Cllr Mansell thanked Mr Paul Linsley and Mr Jason Linsley on behalf of the Parish Council for their 

tireless efforts to keep the Beckhampton road clear in the recent bad weather. 

5. Public questions, comments or representations: Mrs White was concerned that people were not 

slowing down coming from the A361, and when coming from West End the visibility to the left was 

blocked by the entrance gate and embankment.  She asked whether the gates could be moved further 

up the road.  Cllr Mansell explained that metro counts had already been completed.  Cllr Whitehead 

advised that the speeds were not excessive but by moving the gates further away from a built-up area, 

the speed impact would be increased.  It was suggested the Highways Engineers could be asked to 

check the visibility splay and advise.  Various options could be available to enhance the entrances with 

funding available through S.106 monies. 

The provision of the Coate defibrillator in the telephone box would hopefully include a book exchange.   

Mr Cackett asked again about the signage to restrict HGVs coming across Spaniels Bridge and that the 

sign should be less ambiguous.  Cllr Whitehead explained that the sign was there to stop any vehicle 

above 7.5 tons accessing the area and suggested residents call the police and report.  The driver has to 

know that the delivery address is within the access area.  Mr Cackett stated the point was 40-ton 

vehicles were continuing to come across Spaniels Bridge.  Cllr Bridgen said the transport companies 

needed to be informed.  Cllr Mansell suggested that letters be sent to Lowerfields and Fine Foods to 

request large HGVs not to deliver and to ensure a duty of care to not damage the environment. 

The cricket nets had been damaged by a passing lorry.  The Council had requested they be taken down 

when not in season, Cllr Whitehead would check whether a planning condition had been applied.  He 

also stated that a letter had been written to the Government asking for HGVs to use HGV satnavs. 
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Mr Cackett advised that old vegetables and litter had been thrown into the ditch, Cllr Miss Kent would 

report this to Environmental Health. 

A resident asked whether the Council would be consulting with the public for ideas for the War 

Memorial.  This would be done through the normal channels.  It was also requested that draft minutes 

be displayed on the website as soon as possible after the meeting, in line with some other councils.  Cllr 

Miss Kent explained that members have to agree the minutes before formal approval at the next 

meeting.  Cllr Whitehead agreed as minutes can be taken incorrectly, with corrections only approved at 

the following meeting.  Cllr Mansell felt it would be wrong to publish draft minutes.  Cllr Jones said the 

Council was under extreme scrutiny at the moment and would be wrong to issue draft minutes.  Cllr 

Bridgen thought this could be reviewed once a new clerk was in place and sympathised with the need 

to have the information out as soon as possible.  Cllr Mansell was grateful for the public support and 

reiterated that Cllr Miss Kent was unpaid as the acting clerk but qualified to be in the role.  There would 

likely be a co-option vacancy after 8th March. 

There would be greater publicity in the newsletter for community groups and organisations, with a 

directory of useful numbers to be added in due course. 

Cllr Bridgen had been asked by a member of the public to clarify the situation with the village car park 

as it was suggested that its use was restricted to users of the hall and for school drop off.  Occasionally 

the car park is used by visitors, multiplied by the parking restriction at the Crown.  People who have 

hired the hall sometimes have had problems parking.  It would not be easy to solve and alleviate the 

problem. 

6. Community Policing Team: A police report had not been received. 

7. Area Board: Cllr Whitehead had nothing of note to report. 

8. Planning: 

Decision 17/10673/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION REFUSED for alterations to glamping campsite for 

4 permanent pitches at Old Townsend Farmhouse for Mr Lee. 

 

17/09616/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION AMENDED PLANS for demolition of existing Dutch Barn to 

be replaced by new grain store (including partial extinguishment of Bishops Cannings Restricted Byway 

3C) at Harepath Farm Buildings, Horton for The Crown Estate Commissioners. 

It was resolved to comment No Objection, 8 for, 1 against Cllr Toft).  

9. Bank Mandate amendment: Cllr Bridgen had made some progress to amend the account signatories. 

10. Chandlers Lane Amenity Area Project:  Cllr Miss Kent had made contact with the Diocese and Savills 

who had provided the details of the tenant in order for the Parish Council to engage with him.  This 

would not happen until after the April meeting when Savills would be attending. 

11. Green Lane Playing Field: Mr Fisher of Devizes Town Council had sent an email indicating that the 

previous clerk had entered into a formal agreement to loan S.106 monies from the Lay Wood 

development to DTC to help fund its Green Lane project.  Cllr Mansell explained that it was rather a 

concerning statement that implied the previous clerk had made an informal “in principle” agreement.  

There would be no guarantee of DTC paying back the monies as the development at Quakers Walk had 

not yet been completed.  Cllr Bridgen felt that the Chandler’s Lane project could proceed quite quickly 

if the land was obtained.  Cllr Bridgen proposed to decline the request from Devizes Town Council, 

seconded Cllr Miss Kent, all in favour. 

12. Noticeboard and bin provision at Coate: It was unanimously agreed to purchase a new noticeboard for 

Coate, at a maximum spend of £1,000 and two new litter bins for the bus shelter and near to the New 

Inn.  The one at the bus shelter would continue to stay on the Wiltshire Council collection round. 

13. WW1 Tree Planting and Memorial: The future maintenance of the trees at Le Marchant was agreed at 

the last meeting.  Suggestions for the proposed memorial were circulated by Cllr Mrs Mansell.  Cllr Mrs 

Combe noted the national project of “ghost soldiers” which could be considered.  It was agreed to seek 
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ideas from the parish via the newsletter, website and social media.  Wiltshire Council would continue to 

maintain the area and were open to the suggestion of a memorial and possible change of name to 

Centenary Park. 

14. Finance:  

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The following payments were approved: 

Optimum Finance SME 
Ltd 

Newsletter printing - March 244.77 s.142 LGA 72 1285 

Miss M. Keers Newsletter production 
March edition 

36.00 s.142 LGA 72 1286 

Mr G. Mansell Purchase of 30 sets of litter pickers, 
hi-viz vests and gloves 

115.00 s.5 and 6 Litter Act 
1983  

1287 

 
 

       395.77   

 

15. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

Great British Spring Clean 23rd – 25th March previously postponed due to the bad weather. 

Wiltshire Council had supplied the dates of Parish Steward visits, being 22nd February, 22nd March and 

19th April.  Please forward any jobs to Cllr Miss Kent. 

Help was needed with stewarding and car parking on 17th March 2018 for Rev’d Beth’s funeral which 

Cllr Jones and Cllr Mansell offered to assist with.   

Cllr Bridgen knew of a parishioner who had expressed an interest in the casual vacancy.    

Possible questions for Savills on 12th April – Cllr Hodge asked for their general principle on what the 

Crown Estates would consider for enhancements within the community and their level of responsibility; 

Cllr Bridgen asked to revisit the request to plant trees along Bourton Road; Cllr Mansell for tenant 

farmers to be asked to give consideration for improved vehicle manoeuvres around the parish; Cllr 

Hodge for discussion on car parking and a path to the school; Cllr Jones as to whether there is a 

strategy in selling off the farmhouses from the land as this has a huge impact on the village; Cllr Hodge 

what is the attitude to small businesses as the sale of farmhouses only encourages residential; Cllr 

Jones ask about the S.106 legal agreement and what is in mind for sports pitch provision; Cllr Mansell 

reinstatement of the banks, verges and ditches across the parish and is help available to counter 

problems with hare coursing.   

Cllr Toft asked about the damage caused by badgers and who was responsible for Rights of Way 

maintenance and the Wansdyke. 

 

Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th March 2018. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

4 1 Response to issues raised by Mr Robson Cllr Mansell 

5 2 Request Highways to check visibility splay at West End Cllr Miss Kent 

5 3 Letters to be sent to Lowerfields and Fine Foods Cllr Miss Kent 

5 4 Check planning condition for cricket nets Cllr Whitehead 

5 5 Report littering to Environmental Health Cllr Miss Kent 

12 6 Purchase noticeboard and litter bins for Coate Cllr Miss Kent 

15 7 Distribute questions to Savills before next meeting Cllr Miss Kent 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.37pm. 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………………………………. 


