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Minutes of the meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council held on 12th April 2018 

Present:  Cllr Mansell (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Miss Keers, Cllr Miss Kent (acting Clerk), Cllr Mrs Mansell, 

Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Hodge, Cllr Jones and Cllr Ralph. 

 

In attendance:  Cllr Whitehead (Unitary), Alice Rawdon-Mogg (Savills) and 3 members of the public.  

 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Toft. 

2. Disclosure of Interest: Cllr Miss Keers and Cllr Miss Kent on item 15. 

3. Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th March should be signed as a true 

record.  

4. Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman reminded members that he had sought to locate the 

whereabouts of the council owned grit bins, which had been in storage.  After speaking to the 

proprietor of where they had been stored, the Chairman had asked the acting Clerk to inspect the 

previous minutes to ascertain any historical decisions by the council to dispose of them.  Having done 

this, the acting Clerk proceeded to raise a query with the previous clerk who advised that £100 had 

been received for the scrapping of the grit bins.  The acting Clerk continued to seek advice from 

Wiltshire Police who advised that a letter be written to the person last seen handling the property.  No 

response was provided.  Wiltshire Police concluded from their inquiries that there was no criminal case 

to answer, however, they noted that £841 worth of public assets had allegedly been disposed of for a 

sum of £105.  Having gone through the minutes it was clear that members had not been informed of 

the grit bins’ disposal and that the authority of the council had not been sought or given.  The asset 

register presented to council in September 2017 had shown the assets removed, but with no 

explanation as to why, with whose authority and to whom they had been disposed.  £105 had been 

received but there was no accompanying documentation to prove what this receipt was for.  Cllr 

Bridgen felt this was a case of bad management rather than a criminal act. 

Cllr Whitehead would investigate whether Wiltshire Council still provided grit bins, but advised that 

many villages managed their own with Wiltshire Council issuing a ton bag of grit when requested. 

The Chairman passed on the thanks and congratulations that he had received to Cllr Miss Keers for the 

recent newsletter, containing the memorial pages to Rev’d Beth Brown. 

5. Wiltshire Council/Area Board: Cllr Whitehead reported from the recent Area Board meeting at which a 

presentation on the A303 and new tunnel at Stonehenge had been made.  The Big Pledge scheme was 

being run again with all help gratefully received.  Household recycling centres would be introducing ID 

checks, although these were more relevant nearer the county borders.  Discussions on Devizes Parkway 

station and car parking charges in the Market Place had taken place and were progressing.  Cllr Miss 

Kent asked whether a review of the speed limit at Lay Woods had yet taken place which Cllr Whitehead 

would pursue. 

6. Alice Rawdon-Mogg, Savills: Details of likely questions had been forwarded to Ms Rawdon-Mogg prior 

to the meeting. 

Cllr Mansell asked about the possibility of the farmland adjacent to the school being used to reorganise 

the school field and facilitate a resolution to the parking problem and keep traffic moving in the area.  

He had spoken with the Headteacher who had been happy for this to be raised at the meeting. Vehicles 

that were parked all day, meant that other visitors would then use the village hall car park and then 

onto the roads.  This, in turn, had caused problems for users of the village hall.  Ms Rawdon-Mogg 

would put the principle to Crown Estates to start working together with the school and Parish Council 

to achieve a solution.   

Cllr Jones asked whether there was a continuing policy to sell off the farmhouses from the land as this 

had a huge impact on the village.  Ms Rawdon-Mogg explained this national policy was an investment 
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decision to work assets to the best commercial advantage.  Farmhouse sales were done on a case by 

case basis, as some were considered unnecessarily large and sold separately.  It would depend on the 

nature of the farm as to whether planning applications would be seen for new farmhouses. 

Cllr Hodge asked what was the attitude to small businesses and retaining the character of the 

community; Ms Rawdon-Mogg advised that this was something that was actively invested in across the 

estate already and locally across Shepherds Shore, Roundway and Bromham. 

Cllr Jones asked about the S.106 legal agreement and what, if anything, the Crown Estates had in mind 

for the sports pitch provision.  £141,000 contribution was to be paid, in line with the S.106 agreement, 

with the Parish Council presenting a scheme to Wiltshire Council and show how the funds are to be 

spent.   

Pictures of recent damage to the banks, verges and ditches were shown to highlight the problems with 

large vehicle manoeuvres across the parish.  Cllr Hodge reminded the meeting that the roads were built 

long before the advent of modern farm vehicles.  Cllr Whitehead advised that Wiltshire Council would 

not reinstate verges.  This problem was prevalent across the county, if the roads are widened this 

would encourage speeding.  Ms Rawdon-Mogg would ask the tenant farmers again to take more care 

when moving around.  Cllr Miss Keers commented that with the new development at Lay Wood there 

would likely be more traffic coming to the school which would exacerbate the problem.  Cllr Mansell 

suggested that if the movement dates were known then these could be publicised which could help.  It 

was also suggested that an alternative route could be investigated.   Cllr Mansell said the parish had 

been extremely lucky with its tenant farmers. 

Cllr Hodge asked whether there was a landscape plan proposed opposite Lay Wood, Cllr Whitehead 

would check what had been approved. 

Cllr Mansell asked whether the Crown Estates had any more plans for development within the parish in 

the next five years.  Ms Rawdon-Mogg advised there were a long list of ideas but it was unclear 

whether any of them would come to fruition. 

She thanked the Parish Council for the invitation to attend and would return every few months to keep 

the parish updated.   

7. Public questions, comments or representations: None. 

8. Community Policing Team: A police report had been circulated and noted that no crimes for this area 

had been mentioned. 

9. Planning: 

Decisions: 17/09616/FUL  FULL PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED for erection of grain store at 

Harepath Farm Buildings, Horton, Bishops Cannings for The Crown Estate Commissioners. 

 

Applications: 

18/03322/LBC and 18/03095/FUL  LISTED BUILDING CONSENT and FULL PLANNING PERMISSION for re-

instatement of house following fire at The Old Manor House, Chandlers Lane, Bishops Cannings for Mr 

and Mrs D. Sheppard. 

WE SUPPORT THE APPLICATION AND CONGRATULATE THE APPLICANT, proposed Cllr Jones, seconded 

Cllr Mansell, all in favour. 

10. Co-Option of One Councillor: Notification had been received from Wiltshire Council that a bye-election 

had not been called.  One application had been received and circulated to members.  Mr Casey was 

proposed by Cllr Jones, seconded Cllr Mrs Combe, all in favour.   

The Declaration of Acceptance was signed and Cllr Casey joined the meeting. 

11. Bank Mandate amendment: Cllr Bridgen advised the necessary signatures had been obtained. 

12. Annual Parish Meeting: Cllr Miss Kent waited for confirmation but had suggested the date of 24th May.  

Presentations would be given on the Bee Road project and Cllr Whitehead.  The event would be well 

publicised and a buffet provided to encourage much greater attendance and interest. 
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13. The Bee Road Project: Cllr Miss Keers presented the project to members.  The main idea of the project, 

run by Transition Marlborough, was to encourage more bees to local communities and re-establish 

their populations.  The first area was a seven mile stretch between Marlborough and Pewsey but other 

areas were now linking up.  Further information would be provided at the Annual Parish Meeting.  The 

surrounding countryside was already attractive however, specific areas within urban green spaces 

could be encouraged.  Cllr Miss Keers asked members to consider the purchase of Beebombs; a 

specially created pack of bee-friendly flowering plants that can be planted in a small space.  The project 

could be expanded to work with the local school and youth organisations.  Cllr Bridgen agreed that 

people could be encouraged to sponsor the packs and purchase their own for their own bee space.  Cllr 

Mansell suggested areas within the parish that they could planted, with appropriate signage.  Cllr Miss 

Keers proposed to purchase 10 Beebombs and identify suitable sites, seconded Cllr Jones, all in favour. 

No reply had yet been received to the lighting proposal at Le Marchant. 

14. WW1 Memorial: There had been no ideas received from the public about the design of the memorial 

space at Le Marchant.  It was reiterated that the area should be for remembering all those involved 

with the wars, not just the military for which the War Memorial at the church was specifically created.  

The area should be a quiet, neutral space for reflection.  Cllr Miss Keers suggested that as well as 

seating, some form of mirrored, reflective water feature could be installed.  Further ideas would be 

brought to the May council meeting, with costings if possible.  Cllr Mansell said local businesses should 

be approached for assistance.  

15. Finance:  

The council noted the current month's bank reconciliation. 

The annual accounts would be presented at the May meeting, following a visit to the Internal Auditors. 

The following payments were approved: 

Optimum Finance SME 
Ltd 

Newsletter printing 
Easter edition 

374.77 s.142 LGA 72 1288 

Miss M. Keers Newsletter production 
Easter edition 

72.00 s.142 LGA 72 1289 

Wiltshire Association 
of Local Councils 

Annual subscription 2018/19 997.49 s.143 LGA 72 1290 

CPRE Annual subscription 2018/19 36.00 s.143 LGA 72 1291 

       1,480.26   

 

16. Matters for the next Agenda and Correspondence received: 

Presentation at the May meeting by DLP for Chandlers Lane proposed development.   

Cllr Miss Kent advised that the Parish Steward programme would be suspended until the middle of 

April with verge cutting to take place during May.  The stewards were working on pothole fixing 

following the allocation of additional central Government funding.  She would also attend the annual 

Highways meeting being held at Kennet House on 23rd May. 

 

Cllr Bridgen asked whether it was now a suitable time to advertise for a new clerk, Cllr Miss Kent 

agreed, although the advert had been kept on the WALC website throughout. 

 

Cllr Miss Keers was asked to represent the Council on the Local Youth Network. 

 

Consideration would be given at the next meeting for fence repairs at the school and replacement of 

the seat in the churchyard.   

 

Cllr Bridgen asked whether the parish Rights of Way group was still in existence and would ask. 
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Summary of Action Points from the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th April 2018. 

Minute Action Point 
No. 

Summary Responsibility 

4 1 Provision of grit bins by Wiltshire Council Cllr Whitehead 

5 2 Speed limit review on Horton Road Cllr Whitehead 

6 3 Landscape plan details at Lay Wood Cllr Whitehead 

12 4 Organise and publicise Annual Parish Meeting Cllr Miss Kent 

13 5 Purchase and identify sites for Bee Bombs Cllr Miss Keers 

14 6 Memorial design and costs All 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.29pm. 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………………………………. 


