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Approved Minutes 

 
Bishops Cannings Parish Council Monthly Meeting 

Held on Thursday 9th August 2018   

In Bishops Cannings Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

 
 

Present: Cllr Hodge (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Mansell, Cllr Mrs Combe, Cllr Bridgen, Cllr Jones and Cllr Casey. 
 
Also, in attendance: Sharon Bensi (Clerk/RFO) and 9 members of the public. 
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

 

Cllr Toft, Cllr Ralph and Cllr Whitehead (Unitary)   
 

2. Disclosure of Interests: 
 

None. 
 

3. Election of Chairman: 
 

Prior to a Chairman being elected Cllr Hodge (Vice-Chairman) stated it was important to make a statement 
as there have been one or two things arising in the last few months that require clarification; 

STATEMENT made by VICE CHAIRMAN at meeting held on 9th August 2018 

Recently two members of the Council have resigned raising as far as I am concerned two issues which I can summarise 

as follows: - 

1. At the meeting we convened to interview Miss Bensi the current Clerk it was alleged Mr Mansell the Chairman 

had failed to declare an interest.  As far as I was concerned as a member of that interviewing panel this was not 

the case.  Mr Mansell sensibly brought Miss Bensi to the Council meeting to give her a taste of what to expect.  

No secret was made of the fact that Gary had a business relationship with Miss Bensi.  No objection was made 

at the meeting.  As a complete outsider as was the case with Mr Jones we could see that Miss Bensi was well 

qualified for the job and had no hesitation in recommending her. 

 

The situation could have been slightly different if we had been discussing the merits of several candidates at the 

same time.  This was not the case.  It was just a case of whether or not Miss Bensi was suitable for the job.  I 

for one can level no criticism to Gary Mansell for his conduct at the interview or beforehand. 

 

2. Another issue was raised concerning the Clerk’s computer equipment.  We as a Council have a duty to provide 

the Clerk with the means to carry out her job and provide the necessary equipment.  As a Council we had to 

make our moves pretty quickly because the previous Clerk had her own means of providing the necessary 

information.  Gary then proceeded to purchase equipment out of his own resources and was due to correctly 

receive reimbursement.  At a prior meeting the expenditure had been authorised and in that regard he was 

properly carrying out the wishes and instructions of the Council.  Criticism was levelled at him and so the 

computer which was being bought at a reduced price was returned.  Another problem has been with our own 

banking arrangements.  For several weeks I had been wondering why I was on the Bank Mandate and it 

appeared that I was on the Mandate from the first time I had been on the Parish Council.  I ceased to be a 

member of the Parish Council in 1991 and was not a member again until 2013.  In the interim my details have 

not been removed and so my details held by Lloyds were obsolete.  The system operated by the Parish Council,  

and others I suspect are archaic.  In the normal course of business my firm frequently carries out same day and 
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three day payments on the internet and we rarely use cheques.  For the Parish Council to use three day 

payments and same day cheques you are going to need two Councillors giving authority at the Branch.  This is 

a heavy responsibility for working people 

 

At any rate computer equipment had to be purchased for the Clerk’s use.  The organisation requiring payment 

would only accept bank payments and not cheques.  I had in my hands a blank cheque for the sum of £858.97 

which I paid into client account and made a three-day payment for this amount from my firm’s client account 

which has reached the account of D S G Retail Limited who I understand were the provider of the computer 

equipment.  It is against my regulatory body of rules for me to use my firm’s client account for this but I make no 

apologies, the transaction had to be completed and the computer equipment is now owned by the Parish 

Council 

It is not position to express views but if Gary Mansell had proceeded and been reimbursed by the Council there 

could have been a saving. 

This is the position and it is time to move on 

M J Hodge 

Vice Chairman 

 

9th August 2018 

 

Cllr Hodge then moved to this item, stating a new Chairman was to be elected and asked if anyone had a 
name/s to put forward. Cllr Mansell nominated Cllr Hodge, seconded by Cllr Jones.  All unanimously 
agreed.   
 

4. Approval of Minutes: 
 

The Draft Minutes of 12th July 2018 where signed off as an accurate record. 
 

5. Chairman’s Announcements: 
 

Cllr Hodge explained it was only a short time the present Clerk had been in post and it was a shame the 
Clerk felt she could no longer continue and hoped the Clerk would have a change of mind.   
Cllr Hodge asked if all had received a copy of the advertisement for a new Clerk which required approval 
and where there any comments. 
Comments made; 
 

• Cllr Bridgen asked if it was the same advertisement that had been used previously, to which 
the Clerk stated yes, but with one difference and that was a laptop, printer and phone would 
be provided by Council for the new Clerk 

• Cllr Casey read out the part that states “a working knowledge of Parish Council procedures 
and administration is required”.  Cllr Casey asked if this “knowledge” had to be a prerequisite 
or if this could be provided through training, as he felt the present wording could eliminate 
suitable candidates. 
 

It was unanimously agreed by Council that the sentence was to read “a working knowledge of Parish 
Council procedures and administration is preferable, but not paramount, as training will be provided for the 
right candidate”. 
 
Cllr Bridgen requested where this was to be advertised.  After discussing various options, Council agreed, 
providing the cost was not more than £400, the advertisement would be posted on Wiltshire Council, WALC 
and SLCC websites, and it could be mentioned briefly in the Parish Newsletter.   
Council also agreed the interview panel would be made up of Cllr Hodge, Cllr Jones and Cllr Bridgen and 
the availability of a 4th Cllr would be looked at was an interview was actually confirmed to happen. 
 

 

6. Public questions, comments or representation: 
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A member of the public apologised for not having attend for a few months and this was due to work 
pressures.  The concerns raised on behalf of Coate Village where; 
 

• The member of the public had put a Service Request in to Wiltshire Council for a broken drain 
back on 21st March 2018.  When the member of public went on to Wiltshire Councils website 
it showed the drain had been inspected.  The concern now was the drain cover is still broken, 
so anyone could seriously hurt themselves, and vermin is coming out of the drain.  Cllr Mansell 
stated if vermin is coming out of the drain then this needs reporting to the Environmental 
Health.  Council agreed the Clerk writes to Highways at Wiltshire Council expressing 
Councils concerns.  The member of public gave the Clerk the reference number 
2004405 to quote in the letter/email.  

• Concerns had been raised with regards to speeding traffic through Coate some time back and 
Cllr Whitehead had arranged for Metro Strips to be fitted.  Unfortunately, only a single strip 
was fitted on the Horton side of Spaniels Bridge (virtually on the bridge) which does not give 
a true reading of speeding traffic.  To this point villagers are still seeing a number of near 
misses and accidents both on the Etchilhampton Road and Coate Road and now Fieldside as 
well.  The member of the public stated if there was an opportunity for a member of the village 
to point out where the most likely incident is going to be. Council agreed the Clerk would 
contact Cllr Whitehead about this concern and ask if it would be possible to have the 
Metro Strips re-laid.  Cllr Casey suggested the residents of Coate could for a Speedwatch 
group.   

• Was there an update on the new refuse bin (near the New Inn)?  Cllr Mansell stated the bin 
has been purchased and will be installed.  The member of public asked for confirmation that 
it would be their responsibility to empty the bin, to which Cllr Mansell confirmed it would. 
 

Another member of the public raised the concern of potholes at the top of Drove Road.  Even though this 
has been mentioned before and some of the potholes have been filled, at the very top of Drove Road the 
holes are nearly 1 foot deep and go right across the path.  The concern is, anyone who might walk up 
there in semi-light or darkness could easily injure themselves.  Council stated as this is a Green Road and 
not Highway they where not sure who was responsible for the keeping of this.  Cllr Casey and Cllr Mansell 
seemed to recall when this was last mentioned Cllr Whitehead was at the meeting and was going to find 
out who was responsible and write to them.  Council agreed the Clerk would speak to Cllr Whitehead 
to see if this “recollection” was correct, and if so, had Cllr Whitehead managed to find out who was 
responsible. 
 
Another member of the public asked if Council knew who was responsible for the junction by the Bridge 
Inn and if it was possible to stop people from parking there.  The reason for asking was since trees have 
been planted, from Coate going towards Devizes on the right-hand side, these trees now obscure any 
view one has of traffic coming towards you.  As there are normally 8 to 11 vehicles parked near the junction, 
people driving in from Devizes and who wish to turn right have a chance to stop, but someone wishing to 
turn left, cannot see a car waiting at the junction and the member of public has already had two near 
misses.  Cllr Mansell stated vehicles are not allowed to park within 33 feet of a junction, and dodgy parking 
has been decriminalised and is now a Wiltshire Council issue.  Sadly, this kind of issue is classed as a low 
priority. Cllr Mansell also stated it would probably have been the farmer who planted the trees by the 
junction. Cllr Bridgen stated an Interest in this as he had helped the farmer plant the trees.  Council stated 
there is nothing they can do about this, but Cllr Casey offered to speak to the farmer and see if it would be 
possible to have the trees trimmed back.  Council then agreed to have this matter raised with Cllr 
Whitehead. 
 

7. Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) Update: 
 

None - Cllr Whitehead had sent his apologies for this meeting. 
 

8. Clerks Update: 
 

None 
 

9. Beebombs: 
 

As Cllr Ralph had sent his apologies, Cllr Bridgen offered to email Cllr Ralph, to ask if he was still going 
forwards with the Beebombs project.  Council unanimously agreed. 
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10. Bus Shelter Contract: 
 

Cllr Hodge asked for an update on this as he was not aware of the full situation.  Cllr Mansell explained as 
the previous Contractor had resigned some time back now, the Bus Shelters where no longer being looked 
after.  Council agreed the Clerk would speak to Id Verde and ask if they could add this to their 
maintenance contract. 
 

11. Coate Defibrillator: 
 

Cllr Casey gave an update; 
• The defibrillator at the Crown Public House is now registered  
• Even though this is not mandatory, Cllr Casey thought, for peace of mind of the user, it 

would be a good idea to run a community training session.  If it is possible then dates in 6-8 
weeks could be looked at.  If this is agreed by Council, then the training session will need 
advertising. 

• As the defibrillator for Coate was now in the possession of the Parish Council, Cllr Casey 
would organise the installation. 

• Cllr Casey explained to install the defibrillator in the phone box at Coate, there is a 
mechanism for adopting the phone box, which is for Council to agree spending £1 as an 
official adoption fee.  

• Ideally it would be needed for someone in the village, or a group of people, to check once a 
week everything is ok with the defibrillator, e.g. check the green light is still on, and no 
damage has happened.  Cllr Casey suggested this could be recorded on the Webnos 
website http://www.defibcheck.org. Cllr Hodge asked if Council agreed with the suggestions 
made by Cllr Casey? All unanimously agreed. 
 

Cllr Mansell added, he had received a telephone call asking if once the defibrillator had been installed 
some of the residents would like to use the bottom half of the phone box as a “Book Swap” area.  
Council unanimously agreed this would not be a problem and would be making good use of an empty 
space. 

 
12. Le Marchant War Memorial: 

 

Cllr Combe gave an overview of areas that still need to be covered; 
 

• Council needs to start advertising the War Memorial ceremony to be held at Le Marchant, as 
no one is aware of it.  

• Agreement needs to be made at the meeting on the purchase of the seating to be installed 
at Le Marchant 

• The format of the day needs to be agreed, e.g. start time, who will be doing the opening of 
the ceremony? The Clergy, the Parish Council Chairman etc.  

• The planting of the tree, who will do this, and how it will be done.  
• Richard Curtis needs contacting to see if he would like to address a part of the ceremony at 

Le Marchant.  
• The laying of the Poppy Wreath.  Cllr Toft has ordered a Poppy Wreath on behalf of the 

Parish Council, and the cost is £20.   
• Are there to be any speeches or poems to be read at Le Marchant Memorial  

 
Cllr Mansell stated the area at Le Marchant is to mark the 100 years of the end of WW1. It is his believe 
the ceremony should not be militarised but be an area of neutrality.  Cllr Mansell further stated that today 
we live in a multi-racial society of all different religions and ethnic origins. Cllr Combe agreed and said 
even though there are not many Muslims living in the Parish the Churches involvement was important. 
 

It was suggested that Bishops Cannings school should be contacted to discuss having the children 
participate in the War Memorial at Le Marchant.  This could be by laying the Wreath and/or writing a 
poem to be read.  Cllr Combe offered to speak to the school.  Council unanimously agreed. 
Further discussions took place on what kind of plague should be bought, size and what should be written 
on it. As there was still a lot to discuss and was taking up a large amount of the Parish monthly meeting, 
it was agreed a Committee be formed.  Council unanimously agreed the Committee would be made up 
of Cllr Toft, Cllr Combe and Cllr Mansell.  A budget of £5,000 was set.  An update was to be given at 
every Parish monthly meeting along with a clear plan on how and where the allocated money would be 
spent. 
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Cllr Jones moved that Council agreed the purchasing of the seating now as there is a 6-week lead time 
on delivery, and the purchasing of the Wreath.  Cllr Mansell asked if anyone had any objections if he 
personal paid for the Wreath.  Council agreed this was not a problem, providing it was understood the 
Wreath was from the Parish Council and not an individual.  Council unanimously agreed to both points 
 

13. Planning: 
  

Cllr Jones went through the applications and the following was unanimously agreed by Council 

18/06760/FUL - Two storey extension and garage at Hillview, Etchilhampton Road, Coate, SN10 3LA 
  
No objection. 
  

18/06868/TCA - Felling two Lime trees at Crown Devizes Estate, The Old Estate Yard, Bishops 
Cannings, SN10 2JZ. 
  
Object because insufficient reason has been adduced for the removal of the trees. 
  
18/06297/FUL - Proposed installation of static mixer kiosk, backwash treatment kiosk and dosing and 
monitor kiosk etc. at Water Treatment Works, Bishops Cannings, SN10 2LJ  
  
No objection subject to a condition controlling the final siting and design of the telecommunications mast.   
  
18/06131/FUL - Formation of granddad annex, and erection of a new garage and conservatory and 
associated works at Belmont House, Spaniel’s Bridge, Little Horton, SN10 2LL  
  
No objection subject to an informative note concerning the requirements for the protection of bats under 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act.  
     

14. Finance 
 

Council approved the following invoices for payment; 
 

 
15. Matters for next meeting 

 

• Le Marchant War Memorial and Beebombs 
 

16. Correspondence received. 
None 

  

As there was no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm   
 

Signed: ………………………………………………      Date: ……………………………………………… 

Company Invoice No Description Invoice Total 
Vat 

Legislation 
Cheque 
Number 

Id Verde GM760301  
Refurbishment of Play 
Areas 18/19 

£9,514.22 £1,585.70 
s.27 sched 14 

LGA 72 
001310 

Id Verde GM760397  
Ground Maintenance 
for July 2018 

£117.94 £19.66 
s.27 sched 14 

LGA 72 
001311 

Id Verde GM759536  
Ground Maintenance 
for June 2018 

£117.94 £19.66 
s.27 sched 14 

LGA 72 
001312 

BC PCC N/A 
Contribution to 
maintenance of 
Churchyard 

£3,000 N/A s.214(6) LGA 72 001313 

Sharon Bensi N/A 
Clerks wages -From 
14th May 2018 to 31st 
August 18 

£1,187.92 N/A s.112 LGA 72 001314 

HMRC  N/A 
PAYE - From 14th May 
2018 to 31st August 18 

£389.76 N/A  001315 

   £14,327.78    


