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DRAFT Minutes 

Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   
Held on Thursday 13th November 2018  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall  
at 7.30pm. 

 
 
 

Present: Cllr Michael Hodge (Chairman) Cllr Robert Jones, Cllr Neil Bridgen, Cllr Jenny Combe, Cllr Kevin Toft 
(arrived at 8pm) WCC Cllr Philip Whitehead.   

Also in attendance: Clerk Zoe Meaden, Christine Body and William Naesmyth 

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Simon Casey due to military duties.  
 

2. Disclosures of interest 
There were no disclosures of interest 
 

3. Approval of the 13th September Draft minutes 
The minutes have been drafted. JC and RJ agreed that MH should sign the minutes.  MH did so and 
handed them to ZM 
 

4. Approval of the 11th October Draft minutes 
MH is unable to locate the minutes as they are on the Clerks laptop which SC has, he is away on 
military duties at present.  ZM is to collect the laptop this weekend, she will locate the minutes and 
add them to the December agenda for approval 
 

5. Chairman’s announcements 
MH welcomed ZM to the Parish Council as Parish Clerk.  MH said that there had been a lot of good 
work on the memorial at Le Marchant Barracks, planting trees.  The villagers have been extremely 
helpful, in particular Diane Carey..  JC extended special thanks KT and SC for their efforts towards 
the Parish Council and also thanked SC for his help in the acquisition of a new Parish Clerk. 
 

6. Public questions, comments 
 
A member of the public raised a concern about the footpath.  PW wants to have meeting with the 
Parish Council to discuss it.  JC offered to take part and RJ also offered as he has a planning 
background. 
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William Naesmyth asked why there had not been a Parish Newsletter in November.  JC indicated 
that is was due to there not being a Parish Clerk in place.  She is looking to have it reinstated in 
December. 
 

7. Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) update 
PW stated that they are budget setting at the moment.  There will be series of public consultation 
events in Devizes, one of such is at Devizes Library on 26th November.  They will be talking about 
requirements of the budget, they are almost ready to set the budget at £350 million pounds but 
they also need to make a cost reduction of £20 million.  NB asked if central Government are likely 
to increase the budget. PW said that they are three years late with the final funding model.  Bodies 
like the Metropolitan Police fared better as they manage more deprived areas and the bigger 
pressures are now focussed on the elderly population.  The fair funding formula will attempt to 
correct that.  They have just received 7 million pounds of funding to correct potholes.  One off 
payments are not favoured as they skew the budget by using reserves, where ideally they would 
like to be planning 4-5 years ahead.  
 
JC asked what the outcome for the village would be after the car crash on the corner by the school.  
PW said that 98% of accidents are caused by the driver.  He said that the statistics are that if three 
crashes happen in a period of three years the crash site would be investigated.  PW said he would 
ask to see the accident report.  JC said that the rumble strips have gone and the signs there are not 
visible.  PW said that he would have all of that checked.   
 
NB mentioned that the road by the New Inn, the edge is crumbling away and there is a 10 – 15ft (?) 
sheer drop should anyone drive off the edge of the road.  PW recommended that the problem is 
recorded on the My Wiltshire App. 
 
MH talked about the traffic issues surrounding the school and parking arrangements at the Crown 
pub.  Wadworth’s want to continue developments and will give us some land for parking but it will 
have to be for the school.  PW said we could introduce a 20mph scheme with lights in operation 
between 8am and 9:15am and again in the afternoon when school finishes.  He said that the school 
could gain funding for this but they need to have an up to date travel plan.  The funding is provided 
by the travel to school initiative.  NB suggested that we write to the school to ask them to update 
their travel plan.  ZM agreed to draft a letter 
 

8. Clerks updates 
ZM had no updates as she has only been in post for two days 
 

9. Establishment of a Sub-Committee (closed to the public) to manage staff matters 
MH offered to be on the committee. KT suggested that the interviewing panel should form the 
group.  JC and RJ agreed.  MH said that a complaints policy would be drafted.  SC is looking into the 
extra powers that can be adopted so the policy has not been prepared yet.  To be added to the 
December agenda. 
 

10. To consider the co-option of Christine Body.   
There was a unanimous agreement by all Councillors present and she was invited to join the 
Council 
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11. Review of DRAFT policies 

 
Deferred to December meeting 
 
 

12. Review the Councils Standing Orders 
 
RJ said that we have a draft in place but there are changes to be made.  RJ and MH asked for the 
standing orders to go to the Clerk.  Also all policies will be reviewed in December for adoption in 
January 
 

13. Review of the Councils Financial Regulations 
 
MH will review the financial regulations ahead of the December meeting 
 

14. 2019/20 Precept 
 
MH asked ZM to share the precept application form and any supporting documents with him.  
There was a 28% increase on the precept for 2018/19 so that needs to be taken into consideration 
 

15. Council’s Plans/Projects moving forward 
 
KT said that the defibrillator is an ongoing project.  There is now one in the Crown pub, one in 
Horton and a third in Coate.  SC has spoken about arranging some training.  The Heartbeat Trust 
run a training course on the use of them.  MH agreed that is would be good to organise some 
training, KT indicated that SC is looking into it 
 
It has been identified that there was a Spitfire crash by No.2 School View on 1st June 1944.  RJ has 
researched and found some details surrounding this.  The plan is to install a tribute on the site, 
maybe in the form of a plaque.  An article will also be written for the Parish Newsletter. 
 

16. Update on Le Marchant Tribute 
KT said that there are three Oak trees to plant when they arrive in early December. Seats and 
majority of trees are in place.   There is a temporary notice on the guard for the main Oak but 
notices need to go on notice boards.  MH said that it is important to maintain the integrity of it by 
regular upkeep.  JC and KT stated that the installation has been approved by WCC.  There will be a 
dedication of the trees on 11th December at 3pm.  The local school are writing poems.  ZM 
suggested an article for the December Newsletter, JC agreed.  KT said there is a notice on the 
boards advertising the event 
 

17. Bee Bombs 
The bee bombs are currently in the previous Chairman’s garage.  CB offered to collect them. 
 

18. To consider planning application 18/08771/FUL for the erection of an agricultural building at Hill 
Barn Farm, Bishops Cannings, and at the discretion of the Chairman to consider any other 
planning and related applications outstanding at the time of the Parish Council meeting 
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No objections subject to a condition that the colour of the facing material needs to be agreed 
 
 
 

19. Finance 
ZM discussed her salary payment during the handover period.  It was resolved that a cheque would 
be issued to cover the period from 12th – 21st November for a sum of £158.77.  Her December 
salary will also be paid by cheque. 
 
MH said that ZM had mentioned that her salary is paid by BACS at Luckington and Alderton Parish 
Council.  MH suggested that the authorised signatories look at setting up online banking and an 
automated payment of salary.  He asked ZM to investigate the process around this and she agreed.  
MH also asked ZM keep a record of her working hours in case she incurs overtime 
 

20. Matters for next meeting 
 
MH asked ZM to circulate the 2019/20 precept application form and supporting documents to the 
Councillors once she has collected the laptop, she agreed. 
 

21. Correspondence received 
 
The Councillors discussed the correspondence received from Mrs Cooper regarding Aster Property 
advising her that she can no longer park her car adjacent to her property by the bridge in Little 
Horton.  PW advised that it is a private issue and she will have to take direct action with Aster 
Property.  MH has offered to review the title deeds.  ZM will write to Mrs Cooper to advise her of 
this. 
 
Other matters discussed 
 
KT advised that there is an obstruction to a right of Way at the back of Bourton Green, footpath ref 
BCAN5 adjacent to 3 Bourton Green Cottage.  Barbed wire fencing has been erected across the 
sliding gate meaning that it can’t be opened.  MH said that it would be helpful if a swing gate could 
be installed.  MH asked ZM to write to John Rider to request that he does so but before embarking 
on such a course, a review of photographic evidence and any changes in the law concerning 
disability access should be looked at. KT said that we may be able to obtain some funding from the 
Ramblers Association, he will advise further. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
As there was no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm   
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Signed: ………………………………………………      Date: ……………………………………………… 


