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DRAFT Minutes 

Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 11th December 2018  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall  

at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

Present: Cllr Michael Hodge (Chairman), Cllr Simon Casey (SC), Cllr Neil Bridgen, Cllr Jenny Combe, Cllr Kevin 
Toft, Cllr Christine Body. 

Also in attendance: Clerk Zoe Meaden, Wiltshire Cllr Philip Whitehead, Mrs D.Carey and 5 members of the 
public. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Councillor Robert Jones sent his apologies for not attending due to a recent operation. 
 

2. Disclosures of interest 

There were no disclosures of interest. 
 

3. Approval of the 13th November Draft minutes 

The minutes were approved by the council and signed by MH.  The minutes for October 2018 had 
been lost and were unable to be located despite much searching. 
 

4. Consider the Co-option of Diane Carey 

The Council were asked to consider the co-option of Mrs. Carey. MH proposed, JC seconded,. no 
objections.  Mrs. Carey was invited to sit with the Council. 
 

5. Councils plans/projects moving forward 

JC wants to move the newsletter forward and is keen to hear new ideas.  DC stated that she would 
like the Council to obtain National Lottery funding to upgrade the play areas and requested 
Councillor help with the update of the main Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan and the Green 
Infrastructure Plan.  She also wants to get the trees planted along Bourton and Horton Roads as 
agreed with Wiltshire Council via S96 agreement.  CB stated that she would like to help DC with 
these areas.  KT wants to focus on the footpaths and as he has links to the British Legion he would 
like to get involved with commemorative work.  SC wants to focus on moving forward with projects 
in a more constructive way by creating sub-committees with all councillors volunteering for specific 
tasks to be completed within a distinct time frame.  MH wants to develop links with Cannings Hill.  
He would like to see an improvement in public pathways linking the area.  He asked DC if she would 
write an article for the newsletter about her ideas for the Parish. 
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6. Chairman’s Announcements 

MH had received correspondence from a resident in Coate about the possibility of making The New 
Inn into a community asset. This would be looked into by the Council and discussed at the next 
meeting. 
 

7. Public questions and comments 

Gary Mansell thanked KT for his hard work on le Marchant.  He also put forward his views on the 
upcoming application to re-develop Old Manor Yard in Bishops Cannings village. 
 

8. Councillor Whithead (Unitary) update 
PW was asked if he had had any response from the R.O.W officer and planning enforcement 
regarding the removal of the wooden stile and its replacement with a metal gate at Bourton Green. 
PW stated it was a little early for a response as it was less than a week since he had forwarded Mrs. 
Carey’s email. 
PW related his meeting with MH and Mr. Naesmyth regarding the missing portion of the pavement 
to the north of Horton Road where the new roundabout opposite the Lay Woods estate has been 
built.  PW to obtain quotes from highways at WC for construction.  He suggested that BCPC could 
request funding from CATG to help with the cost. DC made the point that BCPC had opposed the 
Lay Woods development and therefore the responsibility to make good the pavement was the 
developer or the highways department at Wiltshire Council.  PW admitted that WC Planning 
department had made an error. 
PW gave the Council a brief account of WC’s decision to close two of the county’s special 
educational needs schools and to re-locate them all on the Rowdeford school site.  This would 
result in improved services in a central location.  The old school sites in Chippenham and 
Trowbridge would probably be sold.  Breaside and Oxenwood are also to be sold off and facilities 
for outdoor education provided at Lackham College outside Lacock. 
 

9. Planning 

Application Ref. 18/10871/FUL re The Elms, Horton Road, Devizes for change of use of land to allow the 

stationing of 3 shepherd’s huts for holiday letting purposes. 

The Councillor responsible for planning recommended the council object due to the possibility of 

infringement on the amenity of the neighbouring property ie. too much noise during the summer months.  

The Council voted to raise no objection ,however, as on inspection of the plans it was noted that the field in 

which the huts would be located were separated from the neighbour’s garden by hedges and a further area 

of land belonging to the applicant. 

Application Ref. 18/10309/FUL re Old Manor Yard, Chandlers Lane, Bishops Cannings. Demolition of 

agricultural buildings and erection of two detached dwellings and associated works. 

The Councillor for planning recommended no objection , but suggested the Council should seek a legal 

agreement linking the development of the farmyard with the re-building of the Grade 2 listed Old Manor 

House to avoid the possibility that this house would be permanently lost if it were not repaired soon. 

All council members were in favour of re-development of the yard, but there was some disagreement as to 

whether the contemporary design of the two new dwellings were appropriate in the Conservation Area. A 
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vote concluded ‘no objection’ to the design and no requirement to link the re-development with the listed 

building. 

10. Clerks updates 

The bank mandate to change the correspondence address had still to be posted as bank statements 
were still going to the previous clerk. The cashbook had to be updated and the budget produced as 
a matter of urgency as the precept application was due in by 25th January 2019. 
 

11. Establishment of a Sub-Committee (closed to the public) to manage staff matters 

MH suggested a sub-committee be set up to manage the clerk’s salary etc. SC was voted chair and 
JC and RJ were voted on as the other members. 
 

12. Review of DRAFT policies 

Deferred until further notice. 
 

13. Review the Councils Standing Orders 

Deferred until further notice. 
 

14. Review of the Councils Financial Regulations 

Deferred until further notice. 
 

15. 2019/20 Precept 

A budget had not yet been produced due to the resignation of the previous clerk and the very 
recent appointment of the new one. It was impossible to decide on the level of the precept without 
an up-to date cashbook and a budget and time was now very short. SC suggested that in view of 
this the only option was to keep the precept at the same level as the previous year.  The Council 
would try and produce a budget by the January meeting, and if that were achieved then the 
precept could be set according to this. However, in case this proved to be impossible SC proposed 
no change for the financial year 2019/20. All agreed  
 

16. Update on Le Marchant Tribute 

The tribute had been a success and Councillor Toft had posted an update and photographs on the 
Council’s Facebook page. Members of the public had been appreciative of the new picnic tables, 
benches and the memorial oak tree. Sapling rowan and silver birch trees donated by the Woodland 
Trust had also been planted at Le Marchant and in the churchyard at St. Mary’s ,Bishops Cannings. 
Councillor Toft was still awaiting another three oak trees that were to be planted in the wild area 
adjoining the canal at Le Marchant amenity space. These were due in January 2019. 
 

17. Bee Bombs 

Councillor Body has the beebombs. There was a brief discussion as to where these could be sown, but 

no location was agreed upon as the chosen site need to have clear ground in order for the seeds to 

germinate. DC and CB to discuss.  

 

18. Finance 

Awaiting bank statements in order to complete bank reconciliation ,budget and precept . 
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Council approved the following invoices for payment: 
 

Company Description Amount Cheque no. 

Zoe Meaden Clerk’s salary 396.80 1333 

Zoe Meaden Newsletter delivery 200.00 1334 

Zoe Meaden  Expenses 43.73 1335 

Bishops Cannings Village 
Hall 

Hall hire  - 05/1/-11/18 108.50 1336 

Objenix DNS management 60.00 1337 

Majestic Trees Balance of account for 
Le Marchant oak tree 

277.80 1338 

DMC Newsletter printing 218.70 1339 

Community Heartbeat Coate defibrillator fitting 273.60 1340 

Idverde Grass cutting 117.940 1341 

 
 

19. Correspondence received 

Queries regarding Horton Road and footpath repairs to Le Marchant amenity area. . 
Horton Road pavement re-instatement referred to PW. 
State of Le Marchant footpaths to be looked at when oak trees are planted in January. 
Other matters discussed 
 
As there was no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:30pm   

 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………      Date: ……………………………………………… 


