
 

Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 12th February 2019  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall  

at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllr Michael Hodge ( Chairman), Cllr Jenny Combe, Cllr Chris Body, Cllr Neil Bridgen, Cllr 

Diane Carey, Cllr Rob Jones. 

Also in attendance : Cllr Philip Whitehead ( Unitary),Richard Miller and 2 members of the public. 

1. Apologies for Absence.   

Cllr’s Kevin Toft and Simon Casey. 

2. Disclosure of Interests.   

None. 

3. Approval of 8th January 2019 Draft Minutes.   

It was resolved to approve the minutes. 

4. Chairman’s Announcements.  

The Chairman noted that the Council was coming more settled and beginning to move 

forward with projects. 

5. Public Questions and Comments. 

Two residents from Bishops Cannings requested further information regarding the 

proposal in the December 2018 newsletter of possible housing on land owned by 

Wadworth’s Brewery next to The Crown public house.  Cllr Jones explained that no 

planning application had been submitted and he suspected that the presentation made 

in the summer to the Council had been purely speculative to judge the general feeling.  

Some councillors had felt that there may be a need for housing for retired farm workers, 

but others had been against further building in the village.  A significant factor was that 

Bishops Cannings Parish is part of the Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan and as there is 

no extra requirement for further housing until 2026 it is unlikely that planning 

permission would be granted even if it were sought. 

6. Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) Update.   

a) The Council was informed that Planning Application Ref: 18/10309/FUL for the 

demolition of agricultural buildings and the erection of two detached dwellings at Old 

Manor Yard in Bishops Cannings had been approved. 

b) Scalpings to create a footpath around the north side of the Lay Woods roundabout were 

now available free of charge from Wiltshire Council.  The Council resolved to approve 

the laying of these by Wiltshire Council. 

c) Complaints had been received from residents in the Anzio Road area because there was 

no footpath link from the south of the Aster site currently being built to allow access to 

Lidl and B&Q. Councillor Whitehead agreed to find out from planning at Wiltshire 

Council whether or not a footpath link had been included in the final development plans. 



7. Matters arising from the previous minutes.   

Action point 1.  Cllr Whitehead had secured a source of scalpings.  These would now be laid on 

Horton Road to the north of the Lay Woods roundabout. 

Action point 2.  The fallen Byway sign at the entrance to The Drove in Coate had been reported. 

Action point 3.  Mr. Cackett was not at the meeting so it is unknown whether he reported the 

potholes at The Drove. 

Action point 4.  Cllr Carey had visited Coate with Mr. Cackett to discuss the positioning of the 

bins and notice board, but they had not yet been installed.  To complete before next meeting. 

Action point 5.  Cllrs Carey and Bridgen had surveyed all 5 bus shelters and the two telephone 

boxes which the Council owns.  Schedules for monthly maintenance and one-off repairs had 

been completed.  Awaiting quotes. 

Action point 6.  The defibrillator on Coate had now been installed.  Arrangements for routine 

checks were still to be made. 

Action point 7.  No quote had been obtained because it had become likely that hand delivery 

was proving uneconomical and that many parishioners were now looking at the newsletter 

online. 

Action Point 8.  View only online banking had been set-up.  Making payments online was 

possible.  Councillors would have to be chosen and authorisation set up. 

Action point 9.  Cllr Jones had started to review some policies. To be discussed later in the 

meeting. 

Action point 10..The site manager at Lay Woods had been asked to provide a replacement dog 

poo bin for the one that they had removed. 

 

8. Planning: 

Ref. 18/11873/FUL and 19/00129/LBC re Manor Farm, Coate  Alteration and repair of former 

hen house and change of use to B1 business use.  This application had appeared on the 

Wiltshire Council website just before the previous meeting and too late to have been put on 

the agenda for 8th January.  However, the case officer had already approved the application by 

8th February and so the Parish Council had not had sufficient time to make a response. 

Ref.19/00225/FUL re Lodge Farm, Coate.  Proposed change of use from a microbrewery to 

joinery workshop.  The Council resolved to make no objections subject to conditions limiting 

the noise from the workshop and the provision of adequate car parking. 

Ref.1900419/FUL and Ref. 19/00657/LBC re Manor Farm, Coate.  Alteration and repair of 

former stables and hayloft and change of use to B1.  The Council resolved to make no 

objections subject to conditions requiring details of appropriate facing materials being 

submitted and approved, the internal cobbled floor being retained and the recommendations 

of the submitted ‘Updated and Extended Ecological Search and Assessment’ being 

implemented. 



Ref.18/06125/FUL re 1 Spaniels Bridge, Coate.  Engineering works to provide off-road 

parking.  The Council resolved to make no objections subject to a condition limiting use to the 

parking of private vehicles solely associated with the use of the host dwelling. 

The Council resolved to create a policy to deal with situations where planning applications 

needed a response between meetings.  Cllr Jones would circulate the details to all the 

councillors who would submit their comments to him before the expiry date.  He would then 

submit the majority response on behalf of the Parish Council. 

9. Correspondence received.  

Queries had been received from residents regarding the land owned by Wadworth’s and the 

lack of a footpath link at Anzio Road.  These had been dealt with earlier in the meeting by the 

Council. 

Requests had been made by 1st Bishops Cannings Guides, the Army Cadet Force and Bishops 

Cannings Cricket Club for financial help.  The Council resolved to grant £600 from the s137 

Free Resource budget to each of these community groups. 

10. Appointment of new clerk. 

The Chairman informed the Council that Richard Miller had been offered and had accepted 

the position of Parish Clerk.  Richard had been seen previously in the last round of interviews, 

but Zoe Meaden had been offered the position in that instance.  The Chairman was organising 

the relevant paperwork with the intention that Richard would start on 1st April 2019. 

11. Newsletter.  

The February newsletter had been hand delivered by Councillors, but it was agreed that this 

was unsustainable.  The Council resolved to switch to an online newsletter which would be 

available via the Council’s Facebook page and on the website.  Cllr Combe would collate a list 

of anyone who wanted a paper copy of the newsletter sent to them.  Any resident who 

wanted an e-mail copy could also contact the Council.  A certain number of printed copies 

would still be produced each month and these would be available at all the public houses 

within the Parish, St. Mary’s church, Bishops Cannings and other locations within the 

Parish.It was agreed that the March newsletter would be the final copy delivered by hand 

and an article notifying residents of the changes would be placed in this newsletter. 

 

12. Ongoing projects 

Re-surfacing of the village hall carpark.  Cllr Body agreed to obtain quotes for the cost of 

scalpings to fill in the pot holes.  There was a discussion regarding the s.106 money from Lay 

Woods for a series of works in Bishops Cannings village.   Cllr Jones explained possible 

alternative plans to those discussed in 2014 to ease car parking congestion in Bishops Cannings 

during school drop off and pick up times.  These would depend upon the Crown Estates’ plans 

with regard to future possible housing in the village and whether some separate land could be 

negotiated for further parking.  Both options required considerable discussion by the Council for 

which there was insufficient time at present.  

Memorial to crashed pilot on the grass triangle in Bishops Cannings.  The Council agreed to 

mark the event on 1st June which would be 75 years since the crash.  Cllr Jones would try to 

locate any relatives and would then liase with Cllr Toft regarding the design of a suitable 

memorial stone and plaque.  Cllr’s Combe and Jones agreed to write a piece for the Gazette. 



Chandlers Lane project.  It was agreed that Cllr Carey would go through the files and find the 

last correspondence with regards to this. 

 

13. Review of policies. 

Postponed due to the late running of the meeting. 

14. Finance.   

The bank reconciliations for December 2018 and January2019 were noted and authorised by 

the Chairman.  The following cheque payments were approved: 

 

Company Description Invoice 
total 

VAT Statutory 
Provision 

Cheque 
Number 

Id verde Grounds maintenance 
for Nov & Dec and 
equipment repairs. 

839.17 139.87 s.27 sch.14 
LGA 72 

001346 

Id verde Grounds Maintenance 
for January. 

117.94 19.66 s.27 sch.14 
LGA 72 

001347 

Optimum 
Finance Ltd 

Newsletter for 
February. 

218.70 0.00 s.142 LGA 
72 

001348 

D .Carey Reimbursement of 
office supplies. 

25.42 0.00  001349 

1st Bishops 
Cannings 
Guides 

Donation to running 
costs. 

600.00 0.00 s.137 free 
resource. 

001350 

Wiltshire 
Army Cadet 
Force 

Donation to running 
costs. 

600.00 0.00 s.137 free 
resource. 

001351 

Bishops 
Cannings 
Cricket 
Club 

Donation to running 
costs. 

600.00 0.00 s.137 free 
resource. 

001352 

 

  



Summary of action points for the next meeting on 12th March 2019. 

 

Minute  Action point no. Summary Responsibility 

6b. 1. Arrange for laying of 
scalping’s on footpath 
at Horton Road 
roundabout. 

Cllr Whitehead. 

6c. 2. E-mail Cllr Whitehead 
re Anzio/Aster 
footpath link. 

Cllr Carey. 

7. 3. Erect bins and 
noticeboard at Coate. 

Cllrs Carey and Toft. 

7. 4. Follow up bus shelter 
quotes. 

Cllr Carey. 

7. 5. Arrange for routine 
checks for Coate 
defibrillator. 

Cllr Casey. 

7. 6. Arrange authorisation 
of payments via online 
banking. 

Cllr Carey. 

10. 7. Draft contract for new 
clerk. 

Cllr Hodge. 

12. 8. Obtain quotes for 
resurfacing carpark.. 

Cllr Body. 

12. 9. Decide on memorial 
stone and plaque to 
crashed pilot and try 
to locate relatives. 

Cllrs Jones and Toft. 

12. 10. Write article on 
crashed pilot for 
Gazette. 

Cllrs Jones and 
Combe. 

13. 11. Find last 
correspondence with 
Church re Chandlers 
Lane. 

Cllr Carey. 

 

 


