
 

Minutes of meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 12th March 2019  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall  

at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllr Michael Hodge (Chairman), Cllr Jenny Combe, Cllr Chris Body, Cllr Simon Casey, Cllr 

Diane Carey (acting clerk), Cllr Rob Jones. 

Also in attendance : Cllr Philip Whitehead ( Unitary), Richard Miller and 1 member of the public. 

1. Apologies for Absence. 

Cllr’s Kevin Toft and Neil Bridgen. 

2. Disclosure of Interests. 

Cllr Hodge on a request for funds from the Brownies within item 9. 

3. Approval of Minutes. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th February should be signed 

as a true record. 

4. Chairman’s Announcements.  

The Chairman gave a short speech stating that he did not wish to stand for re-election as 

Chair at the forthcoming meeting in May due to work commitments.  He felt that the role 

demanded more time than he was able to give.  Despite this, if no one else on the present 

Council was prepared to come forward then he would still stand. 

5. Public Questions and Comments. 

Mr. Cackett from Coate thanked the Parish Council for reporting the damaged Byway 

sign at The Drove and for putting in the defibrillator which was now up and running.  The 

potholes at The Drove had still not been filled by Wiltshire Council.  Cllr Whitehead 

would chase this up.  

Cllr Carey had visited Coate with Cllr Toft to explain where the new noticeboard and bins 

were to be located.  Due to Councillor work commitments and no Parish handy man at 

present, time had not been found to install them.  Cllr Carey would endeavour to rectify 

this.  

6. Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) Update.   

Scalpings to create a footpath around the north side of the Lay Woods roundabout had still 

not been laid by Wiltshire Council due to bad weather.  Cllr Whitehead would chase this up. 

Item 12 was brought forward to allow input from Cllr Whitehead.  Cllr Combe explained that 

the hedges and some trees on either side of Bourton Road had suffered severe damage in 

places and large amounts of debris had been left in the ditches and verges when the current 

tenant farmer at Easton, Mr. Nash, had cut them back.  Cllr Casey agreed to write to the 

Crown Estate requesting that the debris be removed and that this level of damage was 



unacceptable.  The Council had a license to plant some trees along this road and there was 

no point in doing this work next winter if it was going to be destroyed. 

Cllr Carey explained that the many large lorries and increased traffic caused by the ongoing 

works by Wessex Water to the treatment plant in Bourton had eroded the verge completely 

in some places.  The Council agreed that some of the verge posts acquired by the Council to 

be installed under the existing S.96 license from Wiltshire Council could be put in to protect 

particularly bad areas. 

7. Matters arising from the previous minutes.   

Action point 1.  Still outstanding.  Discussed under item 6. 

Action point 2.  Cllr Whitehead had established that the Anzio Road/Aster footpath link had not 

been approved by planning.  The dividing strip separating the two developments was held by an 

unknown third party.  Cllr Hodge would find out who the owner was.  Cllr Whitehead suggested 

the Parish Council could look into laying an informal path in the summer. 

Action point 3.  Still outstanding.  Discussed under item 5. 

Action point 4.  Two quotes for the maintenance and repair of the five bus shelters and two 

telephone boxes owned by the Council had been received, but only one was complete.  The 

Council resolved to accept the quote from Mr.Peachey.  Cllr Carey would contact him. 

Action point 5.  The defibrillator at Coate was now registered. 

Action point 6.  Cllr’s Carey and Combe were awaiting responses from Lloyds bank after 

registering for full online access. Another councillor with signatory power needed to register 

and Cllr Casey volunteered.  Cllr Carey to supply details. 

Action point 7.  The contract for the new clerk had been completed.  Richard Miller and Cllr 

Hodge to sign. 

Action Point 8.  Cllr Body had requested quotes from four companies for re-surfacing the village 

hall car park in Bishops Cannings.  Still awaiting two quotes. 

Action point 9.  Cllr’s Jones and Toft were making progress regarding the memorial to the 

crashed pilot.  To be carried forward to the April meeting. 

Action point 10.  It was agreed that there was little point in writing an article for the Gazette 

until the details of the pilot memorial had been agreed.  Carried forward to April meeting. 

Action point 11.  Cllr Carey had read past minutes and the Council had last discussed the 

Chandlers Lane project in February 2018.  She would try and obtain an update and the latest 

correspondence from a past Councillor. 

A general discussion was then held regarding the possible future intentions of the Crown Estate, 

the increased requirement for parking in Bishops Cannings and the use of s.106 money.  Cllr 

Jones suggested that there may be an opportunity in discussions with the Crown Estate to look 

at alternative arrangements. 

Cllr Combe drew attention to the poor state of the footpath across the churchyard.  It was 

agreed that it needed to be re-surfaced. 



Finally, the issue of an ash tree with a heavy ivy burden located next to the highway just past 

Bishops Cannings school was mentioned. It was agreed that the ivy needed to be severed. 

 

8. Planning: 

19/01249/TCA re Old Roses, Chandlers Lane, Bishops Cannings.  Pollard lime to terminate 

stems at 4metres. 

No objection. 

19/01618/TCA re Church Walk Cottage, Church Walk, Bishops Cannings.  Remove Leylandii 

hedge, fell palm, trim Maytenus to clear services. 

No objection. 

19/01861/TCA re Old School House, West End, Bishops Cannings.  Reduction of lowest limbs 

of beech tree on garden side. 

Object due to a lack of details regarding the extent of the work and request that the beech be 

made the subject of a Tree Preservation Order. 

9. Correspondence received.  

A request had been received that the Parish Council support the retention of car parking in 

the Market Place in Devizes. 

The Council was aware that a new scheme had recently been proposed by Devizes Town 

Council (DTC) to retain some of the free parking whilst developing the remainder of the 

Market Place for community use.  Cllr Whitehead stated that Wiltshire Council had responded 

and was awaiting DTC’s reply.  In view of this, the Council agreed not to write to DTC at 

present, but to see how matters progressed. 

The Council had been informed that parking fines had been issued to residents at Long Clays in 

Bishops Cannings for parking on the forecourt area of the garages owned by Aster. A resident 

had complained to Aster and was awaiting a response.  The Council agreed that Aster were 

being unreasonable, but would await their reply to the resident before taking any action. 

Requests had been made by 1st Bishops Cannings Brownies and 1st Bishops Cannings Rainbows 

for financial help.  The Council resolved to grant £600 from the s137 Free Resource budget to 

both of these community groups. 

The grounds maintenance contract with Idverde was coming up for renewal.  Cllr Carey agreed 

to review the agreement. 

10. Grievance Policy. 

This policy had been drafted in 2018, but had not been adopted.  Cllr Casey agreed to review 

and circulate it to Councillors by the next meeting.  Cllr Jones agreed to circulate the reviewed 

Standing Orders for adoption at the next meeting. 

11. Annual Parish Meeting. 

It was agreed to book a date for the Annual Parish Meeting and to put a request for discussion 

topics in the newsletter and on the website. 



12. Damage to Bourton Road 

Discussed previously under item 6. 

13. Tasks for Parish Steward. 

The Parish Steward would be visiting the Parish on 14th March and 11th April.  Various requests 

were made for small jobs within his remit and Cllr Carey would forward these to Highways. 

14. Finance.   

The bank reconciliation for February 2019 was noted and authorised by the Chairman.  The 

following cheque payments were approved: 

 

Company Description Invoice 
total 

VAT Statutory 
Provision 

Cheque 
Number 

HMRC PAYE/NI due for 
August 2018. 

390.76 0.00  001353 

HMRC PAYE for September 
2018. 

85.00 0.00  001354 

HMRC PAYE/NI for October 
2018. 

330.19 0.00  001355 

PKF 
Littlejohn 
LLP 

External audit fee. 360.00 0.00  001356 

SLCC Training course for 
new clerk. 

118.80 19.80  001357 

1st Bishops 
Cannings 
Brownies 

Donation to running 
costs. 

600.00 0.00 s.137 free 
resource. 

001358 

Optimum 
Finance Ltd 

Newsletter for March. 234.90 0.00 s.142 LGA 
1972. 
 

001359 

Idverde Ltd Grounds maintenance 
for February  

117.94 19.66 s.27 sch.14 
LGA 1972 

001360 

1ST Bishops 
Cannings 
Rainbows 

Donation to running 
costs. 

600.00 0.00 s.137 free 
resource. 

001361 

 

 

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.33pm. 

 

 

 

Signed………………………………………… 

Dated…………………………………………. 



Summary of action points for the next meeting on 9th April 2019. 

 

Minute  Action point no. Summary Responsibility 

5. 1. Arrange for laying of 
scalping’s on footpath 
at Horton Road 
roundabout. 

Cllr Whitehead. 

5. 2. Arrange fixing of bins 
and noticeboard at 
Coate. 

Cllr Carey and Toft. 

6. 3. Write to Crown Estate 
re hedge damage and 
debris left along 
Bourton Road. 

Cllr Casey. 

6. 4. Arrange putting in 
verge posts along 
Bourton Road. 

Cllr Carey. 

7. 5. Find out owner of land 
strip between 
Aster/Anzio Road. 

Cllr Hodge. 

7. 6. Send online bank 
application details to 
Cllr Casey. 

Cllr Carey. 

7. 7. Chase car park re-
surfacing quotes. 

Cllr Body. 

7. 8. Decide on stone and 
plaque for memorial 
to crashed pilot. 

Cllrs Jones and Toft. 

7. 9. Obtain last 
correspondence with 
Church re land at 
Chandlers Lane. 

Cllr Carey. 

7. 10. Re-surfacing of path 
across churchyard. 

Cllr Jones. 

7. 11. Find out responsibility 
for ash tree and 
contact. 

Cllr Body. 

9. 12. Review Idverde 
contract. 

Cllr Carey. 

10. 13. Review and circulate 
Grievance Policy. 

Cllr Casey. 

10. 14. Circulate reviewed 
Standing Orders. 

Cllr Jones. 

11. 15. Book venue for 
Annual Parish 
Meeting. 

Cllr Carey. 

 

 


