
 

Minutes of meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 14th May 2019  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall  

at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllr Simon Casey (Vice-Chairman), Cllrs Jenny Combe, Chris Body, Neil Bridgen, Rob Jones, Diane Carey 

 In attendance: Cllr Philip Whitehead (Unitary), Richard Miller (Clerk) and 1 member of the public. 

1. Election of Chairman. 

 

Cllr Casey, as retiring Vice Chairman asked for volunteers for the post of Chairman and Cllr Carey indicated her 

willingness to serve. Cllr Combe proposed and Cllr Casey seconded that Cllr Carey be appointed Chairman and 

assent was given by a unanimous show of hands by all Councillors present.  Cllr Carey signed and the Clerk 

countersigned the Declaration of Acceptance of Office document. 

2.     Election of Vice-Chairman 

The Chairman proposed and Cllr Combe seconded that Cllr Casey be appointed Vice Chairman.  Cllr Casey 

indicated his willingness to serve and his appointment was agreed by a unanimous show of hands by all 

Councillors present. 

3      Apologies for Absence. 

        None. 

4      Disclosure of Interests. 

        None. 

5. Approval of Minutes. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th April March 2019 be signed as a true record. 

6. Chairman’s Announcements. 

The Chairman thanked all members for their support and commented favourably on the commitment shown by 

the recently appointed Clerk.  The Chairman observed that the financial management and administration of the 

Council’s business had improved. 

The Chairman informed the meeting that there had been reported another thatched roof fire within the parish 

at Calcote Farm.  She also reported the death of Tony Adamson; a much respected local resident and Cllr Body 

was authorised to include an appropriate statement regarding his death in the next newsletter. 

7. Public Questions and Comments. 

Mr Gary Mansell read a prepared statement containing a number of assertions on a variety of subjects to the 

meeting in the course of which it emerged that he wished to make a further request under the Freedom of 

Information Acts.  The Clerk requested that he submit his statement/request in writing through the proper 

channels which he agreed to do.  Mr Mansell then requested that certain historic comments on the Council’s 

Facebook page be removed.  The Chair stated that the Council’s policy regarding Facebook was scheduled for 

debate later in the Agenda.  Mr Mansell then left the meeting. 

 



8. Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) Update.   

There was nothing specific to report in relation to the Parish.  Cllr Whitehead informed the meeting that the 

Wiltshire Council special schools consultation has now closed and the matter will go to Cabinet on 20th May. 

Cllr Body raised a highways issue in that the hedge at the village hall end of the car park is overhanging the road 

and impairing clear sight at the junction.  Councillor Whitehead advised her to report the matter to Wiltshire 

Council. 

Cllr Whitehead informed the meeting that he had not received an advance copy of the Agenda and the Clerk 

promised to rectify the matter for future meetings. 

9. Matters arising from the previous minutes.   

Action point 1.  It is believed that the scalpings work at Horton work has been completed.   Cllr Carey will inspect 

the site. 

Action point 2.  Cllr Casey has not contacted Crown Estate regarding verge damage in Bourton Road.  It was 

agreed to defer further action until the verge cutter had completed work. 

Action point 3.  Verge posts are now in the possession of Cllr Carey.  Further thought is required about the 

method of installation. 

Action point 4.  Ownership of Anzio Rd. land strip.  Cllr Casey has not progressed the matter. Cllrs Carey and 

Body will visit the site and report their findings. 

Action point 5.  No response from Lloyds bank re the mandate variation. Cllr Casey to submit a further 

application.  Cllr Carey authorised the document. 

Action point 6.  Car park re-surfacing:  Two quotations have been received from the three sought.  As noted in 

previous minutes the quotes are not based on a common specification and a valid comparison could not be 

drawn.  All agreed to use the use the quotation from PJ Dyke as the benchmark and Cllrs Carey and Body will 

contact Acres Ahead for a revised quotation.   

Action Point 7.  Memorial for WW2 pilot: Cllr Jones has made no further progress on research into living 

relatives.  He is to obtain estimates for the memorial. 

Action Point 8.  Cllr Casey has not contacted John Rider.   

Action point 9.  Financial Regulations:  Clerk reviewed, revised and circulated on 27 April.  Adopted at this 

meeting. 

Action point 10.  Cllr Jones had not updated the website.  Cllr Carey will update instead. 

Action point 11.  Contact list of 2018/19 grant recipients. Clerk compiled list and passed to Cllr Jones on 12 April. 

Action point 12.  CATG update:  Clerk informed CATG of the Council’s endorsement of the speed limit request on 

10 April. It was noted that the matter was not addressed at the CATG meeting of 24 April.  Clerk to contact CATG. 

Action point 13.   Facebook training: Cllr Casey has accepted responsibility for the Facebook page.  See later 

minutes. 

Action point 14.   FOI. Advice.  Received 11 April but too generalised to be of any value. The sources referenced 

had already been identified and researched by the Clerk 

Action point 15.  Church gates financial assistance request: Clerk contacted the Church Warden to convey the 

Council’s decision on 11 April. 

Action point 16.  March bank reconciliation:  Clerk supplied supporting documents at this meeting. 

 

 



 

10.  Review of Annual Financial Statement 

 

The statement had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The contents were noted and no questions arose. 

 

11. Other finance matters.         

The bank reconciliation at 30 April was inspected and signed by the Chairman. 

Proposed payments shown below were authorised by the members and the summary sheet signed by the 

Chairman. 

HMRC Income tax April 2019 
 

    72.00 s.112 LGA72 BACS 

RC Miller 
 

Salary April 2019 
 

    288.92 s.112 LGA72 SO 

HMRC Income tax May 2019 
 

    72.20 s.112 LGA72 BACS 

RC Miller Salary May 2019 
 

    288.72 s.112 LGA72 SO 

DMC Newsletter printing      79.00 s.142 LGA72 BACS 

WALC Annual subscription 1008.38 s.143 LGA72 BACS 

idverde Grounds maintenance 117.94 s.127 LGA72 BACS 

Wilts Cncl. School field rental. 10.00 s.54 PHA61 BACS 

S Peachey Asset repairs/mntce.   597.50 s.27 LGA72 001366 

TOTAL  £2,534.66   

 

In connection with the internal audit the Chairman was authorised to sign the Corporate Governance 

Questionnaire and did so. 

The Clerk informed the meeting that the AGAR was in the process of compilation and he was                   

authorised by the members to obtain the required signatures, make the necessary submissions and display the 

notice of public rights on behalf of the Council. 

The Clerk sought the agreement of members to maximise the interest earning potential of short term or instant 

access deposit accounts.  Consent was given. Clerk to prepare a detailed proposal. 

The Clerk advised members that the Council’s income would exceed the Lloyds Bank free banking limit on receipt 

of the second instalment of the precept in September 2019.  The clerk was instructed to investigate alternative 

banking arrangements. 

The Clerk raised the matter of apparent FSCS ineligibility for deposits held by municipal bodies and he was 

instructed to research the matter further. 

12.  Planning applications. 

        None received in the period. 

13.  Appointment of Councillors to external bodies. 

Cllr Carey agreed to contact Caroline Cutting to establish what duties were involved in being a Trustee of 

Bishops Cannings Village Hall.  

        Cllrs Carey and Jones agreed to represent the Council on the Neighbourhood Plan matters. 

 

 



14.  Communication and Social Media Policy. 

Due to there being insufficient time left to discuss this, the Council agreed that the Clerk would finalise the draft 

policy already on file ready to be adopted at the next meeting.     

15.   Chandlers Lane Project. 

Various options regarding gaining access to the land were discussed, including the submission of a planning 

application.  It was agreed that Cllr Carey will write to David Gage on the subject. 

16.   Chandlers Lane speed limit. 

With the assistance of advice from Cllr Whitehead the Council concluded that the request from Mr Aspinall 

related to speeding by motorists as opposed to an inappropriate speed limit, a matter over which the Council 

has no powers.  The Clerk will write to Mr Aspinall. 

Correspondence was received from Mr Kitcher after publication of the Agenda, concerning road sweeping and 

the condition of bus shelters in and around Oak Close.  Cllr Whitehead advised that sweeping of non-urban 

areas would only be undertaken in cases of emergency such as flooding.  The members believed the 

observations regarding bus shelters related to those owned by Wiltshire Council and Cllr Whitehead advised 

that the Council had adopted a non-maintenance, non-replacement policy for such assets.  It will be 

investigated whether an element of road cleaning can be undertaken by the Parish Steward.  The suggestion of 

a Bishops Cannings ‘Clean up squad’ was discussed and the members noted that the last time volunteers had 

been sought none had come forward, other than the Councillors themselves. The Clerk will write to Mr Kitcher. 

17.   Parish Facebook page. 

Cllr Casey offered to moderate comments from third parties on the page daily in conjunction with the 

provisions of the CSM policy.  There was a discussion as to whether to remove historic comments or not.  The 

majority decision was that they should remain for the moment as the CSM policy had not been finalised. 

18.   Requests for Financial assistance 

A request received from Wiltshire Search and Rescue was tabled.  Although the request did not meet the Parish 

specific criterion the members considered the service to be of such value that an award of £250 was agreed 

under the provision of s137 LGA72. 

 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………..   Date………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

Summary of action points for the next meeting on 11th June 2019. 

 

Minute  Action point no. Summary Responsibility 

9 1 Scalpings on footpath at Horton Rd 
roundabout. 

DC to inspect the site. 

9 2 Installation of verge posts DC to seek advice 

9 3 Ownership of Anzio Rd. land strip. DC/CB to inspect site 

9 4 Lloyds Bank mandate SC to re-submit 

9 5 Car park resurfacing DC/CB 

9 6 Crash pilot memorial. RB to obtain estimates. 

9 7 
 

Ash tree ivy SC to progress. 

9 8 Upload Financial Regulations to website DC 

9 9 Horton Rd. speed limit. Clerk to contact CATG 

11 10 AGAR Clerk to progress 

11 11 Bank deposit accounts Clerk to develop proposal 

11 12 
 

Banking arrangements Clerk to investigate 

11 13 FSCS Clerk to investigate 

14 14 CSM policy Clerk to produce 

15 15 Chandlers Lane project DC to write to the tenant 

16 16 Chandlers Lane speeding. Clerk to write to the resident 

16 17 Oak Close Clerk to write to the resident and 
to contact the Parish Steward 

 

 


