
 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 5th Jun 2019  

In Blackbirds, Bourton Road, Bishops Cannings, Devizes SN10 2LF  

at 6.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs. Diane Carey (Chair), Simon Casey (Vice-Chair) from 7pm, Jenny Combe, Rob Jones, Chris Body 

 In attendance: Richard Miller (Clerk)  

1. Apologies for absence. 

 

None received.  Cllr. Bridgen did not attend. 

2.     Disclosure of Interests. 

        None.   

3      Chair’s Announcements. 

a)  DC, on behalf of the Council, had recently installed verge posts in Bourton Road. Shortly after installation     

the posts were removed overnight by person(s) unknown. The matter was reported to the Police as a theft of 

Council property and a crime reference number obtained.  Approval was given for DC to distribute a letter to 

local households, describing the occurrence and seeking witnesses.  It was agreed that the matter be 

reported on the Council’s Facebook page by SC.  

b)  DC advised that Kevin Toft had indicated a willingness to serve again as a Councillor.  RJ proposed and DC 

seconded the Kevin Toft be co-opted.  All present were in favour.  DC to contact KT 

c)  DC reported on her and RJ’s attendance the previous day at a meeting between Wiltshire Council, Devizes 

Town Council and local Parishes to discuss the Local Plan.  Numerous sites within the Parish have been 

identified by Wiltshire Council as offering potential for residential/mixed development from 2026 to 2036. 

There are no firm proposals at this stage but all present agreed that the position should be kept under close 

review and that Councillors should continue to attend all meetings relating to future housing development 

impacting on Bishops Cannings Parish. 

d)  DC sought and received approval to authorise repairs to the noticeboard opposite Richmond Close.  An 

estimate of £92 has been received from S Peachey.  Further authority was given to examine and proceed to 

purchase, if appropriate, alternative defibrillator signs fitted to the two telephone boxes owned by the 

Council.  RJ raised the possibility that the telephone boxes were listed, DC to investigate. 

4      Public participation. 

        No members of the public attended the meeting. 

5. Policies 

a)  Social media policy. 

The draft Social Media policy was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  Adoption of the policy was 

proposed by DC and seconded by RJ; all were in favour.  DC to load the policy document to the Council website. 

 

 

 



 

b)  Facebook management procedures. 

 

A NALC briefing note on the subject of legal liability for information contained in posts on the Facebook page 

had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 

DC summarised the three options available to the Council, being: closure of the page, conversion of the page to 

a closed group, introduction of moderation of posts.  All present agreed to adopt the moderation option and 

apply the ‘before the event’ methodology set out in the Social Media policy.  There was further discussion 

whether the new policy should be applied retrospectively to existing posts.  It was agreed that it should and 

SC/KT will discuss the method of the deletion process.  The time scale for deletion is currently unclear. 

 

SC informed the meeting that he had arranged some time ago for all incoming posts to be diverted to his 

personal email account prior to their appearance on the Facebook site. 

 

It was agreed that SC will post an entry on the Facebook page that will provide a link to the Social Media policy 

on the website and include a reference to the need for retrospective deletions.  

 

6. Freedom of Information request. 

 

DC informed the meeting that an email had been received that morning from the FOIA officer at Wiltshire in 

which he expressed the view that the request should be considered as a subject access request under GDPR 

legislation.  He did not provide a justification for his view, nor did he offer any advice to the Council as to how it 

should proceed on that basis.  The Clerk had approached the officer to seek advice earlier in the process and was 

informed by the officer that he was unable to offer assistance.  The officer did not inform the Clerk at that time 

that he considered the matter to be a subject access request.  After further discussion all present agreed to 

continue to view the matter as a FOI request. 

 

One of the parameters of the request was that email accounts of ex-councillors be included in the search 

procedure.  All present agreed that the Council does not have the legal capacity to compel ex-Councillors to 

make their email account available and accordingly they will not be included in the search.  The Clerk will inform 

the requestor of the exclusion. 

 

There was further discussion of the option of refusal on grounds that the request was vexatious.  The clerk 

tabled a draft letter of refusal based on what limited guidance was available on the ICO website. 

 

To decide the issue each Councillor was asked for their view and a majority agreed to comply with the request. 

The Clerk requested that all relevant material be sent to him as soon as possible. 

       Meeting closed at 8.15pm. 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………..   Date………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


