
 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 17th July 2019  

at Blackbirds, Bourton Road, Bishops Cannings, Devizes SN10 2LF  

at 6.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs. Diane Carey (Chair), Simon Casey (Vice-Chair), Jenny Combe, Chris Body 

In attendance: Richard Miller (Clerk), Elizabeth Frearson (from 7.15pm), 2 members of the public. 

 

1. Apologies for absence. 
 
None.   
 

2.     Disclosure of Interests. 
 
        None.   

3      Chair’s Announcements. 

a)  In addition to Elizabeth Frearson, four other candidates have expressed an interest in being co-opted as 
Councillors.  

b)  The Clerk has been in contact with the Head of Legal Services at Wiltshire Council in relation to Freedom 
of Information Act matters. 

c)   Building work has commenced recently at Old Manor Yard. 

4      Public participation. 

        None. 

 

5.     Co-option of Elizabeth Frearson to the Council. 

 

This was deferred until the end of the meeting at which time Cllr Carey proposed and Cllr Combe seconded that       

Elizabeth Frearson be co-opted to serve as Councillor.  Cllr Frearson accepted and signed Acceptance of Office 

and Code of Conduct documents and returned them to the Clerk. 

 

6.     Car park resurfacing. 

 

Two broadly comparable quotations have been received for phase1 of the planned/potential car park works.  All 

present agreed to accept the quotation from Acres Ahead in the sum of £3,132. 

 

7.    Ratification of procedures adopted for the 2nd G Mansell FOIA request. 

The Clerk summarised the sequence of events from the receipt of the request up to the final communication to    

the requestor.  He referred specifically to the exclusions he had advised Mr Mansell would apply.  He also 

referred to the instance where data received from a Councillor had not been in fully accessible form.  On that 

occasion the Councillors did not authorise the release of the data until such time as the information was received 

in a different format.  The information was subsequently received and reviewed.  It was all found to be outside 



the parameters of the request and Mr Mansell was informed accordingly.  All Councillors agreed that proper 

process had been observed throughout the exercise. 

8.    3rd G Mansell FOIA request. 

On 10th July 2019 a third FOIA request was received from Mr G Mansell.  The request was for the same type of    

material to be searched, applying the same keywords but for a further period from the final day of the period 

specified in the 2nd request to the date of the 3rd request. 

Cllr Carey proposed that request be viewed as vexatious and be refused for that reason.  All Councillors agreed 

to that course of action. 

A draft letter of refusal was reviewed and, after discussion, it was agreed to delete one word.  Cllr Carey 

proposed a vote to issue the amended letter; Cllrs Carey, Combe and Body were in favour, Cllr Casey was not. 

The Clerk was instructed to communicate the Council’s decision to the requestor. 

9.     Facebook. 

Cllr Carey referred briefly to the desirability of upgrading Facebook management procedures and asked Cllr 

Casey to create the Clerk as a user.  Cllr Casey said that he would attempt to do so. 

         Meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………………………………………………   Date………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


