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Letter From The Chair 

Finally, Spring has arrived and with it the hope of drier weather. 
Grass footpaths and roadside verges have been badly eroded in 
our rural Parish after months of heavy rain and a great deal of 
damage has been caused by careless and inconsiderate driving, 
particularly by the owners of four wheel drive vehicles and 
tractors.  All vehicles should stop in a suitable passing place and 
wait for oncoming traffic to pass or be prepared to reverse, 
especially if the oncoming vehicle is large. It is not acceptable to 
drive into the verge and remove whole sections with your tyres 
in one go. Bourton Road in Bishops Cannings has been wrecked 
this winter by this sort of driving and the Parish Council has been 
forced to erect wooden posts along the most badly damaged 
areas. Parents walk their children to school along this road and 
many residents exercise their dogs or go for a walk along here 
on a daily basis. It is unpleasant to plough through the mud and 
very depressing to see a once pretty country lane reduced to 
such a mess. The same applies to many roads throughout our 
Parish, so please can everybody take more care. 
Grass verges are just one small part of a much bigger attempt by 
this Council to retain and enhance the attractiveness of where 
we all live and that aim is supported by the policies within the 
Neighbourhood Plan. As a result of the public consultations that 
we held, we now have a set of draft strategic priorities for our 
Parish and it is these that will determine where we direct our 
efforts and spend our money. 
The priorities are: 
1. To work with Devizes Town Council and Rowde Parish 

Council to identify suitable development sites within the 
area to meet future housing needs. 

2. To maintain, protect and enhance the landscape setting of 
the Parish. To improve the environment in which we live and 
so contribute to the wellbeing of residents. 
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3. To secure and manage sufficient accessible green open 
space to meet the recreational and leisure needs of 
residents, promoting a healthy lifestyle. 

4. To protect the distinct identities of individual settlements 
within the Parish, preventing built areas coalescing by 
establishing well defined green buffers. Through good 
design of the urban fringe, blend the built environment 
seamlessly with the surrounding countryside. 

5. To improve the connectivity and usability of the local 
footpath network. 

The Council is working hard on many projects to fulfil these 
desires. It is taking considerable time and effort to obtain the 
agreement of all parties involved, but we are not giving up and 
will continue to try and make this a place that everyone can 
enjoy living in. 
 
 

Access to the Newsletter 

The Parish Newsletter can be viewed in full colour on-line, either 
on our Parish Council website: search for- 

 Bishop’s Canning’s Parish Council Web page 

 or on our Facebook page:- 

 Bishop’s Cannings Parish Council Facebook Page 
 
If you would prefer a printed newsletter, please contact Jenny 
Combe on 01380 860356, giving your name and address to have 
your Newsletter delivered. 
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Your Councillors: 
 
Cllr Diane Carey  Chair Woman    DC 
dianecarey.home@gmail.com 
 
Simon Casey  Vice Chair    SC 
smn_csy@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Primary point of contact:     
Richard Miller, Clerk bcanningsclerk@gmail.com   RM 
 
Jenny Combe  jenny.combe@mail.com   JC 
 
Eric Clark  e732clark@btinternet.com  EC 
 
Paul Robinson  Machinfish@aol.com    PR 
 
Kent Baxter  kentbaxter@live.com   KB 
 
Chris Callow  ctcallow@icloud.com    CC 
 
Chris Body  chris.body@zen.co.uk    CB 
Newsletter Editor 
   
Deadline for next issue is Wednesday, 15th April 
 
Parish Council Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm 
in the Parish Hall, Bishop’s Cannings.  Next meeting 14th April 
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Parish of Bishop’s Cannings & Etchilhampton 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Sunday 26th April 2020 at 11.15 am 

St. Mary the Virgin Parish Church, Bishop’s Cannings  

Agenda 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 2019 

3. Matters arising from minutes not elsewhere on agenda 

4. Reports 

a. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report 

b. PCC Report – PCC secretary – including Safeguarding 
Report 

c. PCC Financial Report – financial statement of the year 
ending 31st December 2019 

d. Church Warden’s Report – fabric, goods and ornaments 
of the Church – Signing of the Inventory 

e. Deanery Synod Report 

5. Other Reports 

6. Elections and appointments 

a. Deanery synod members to be elected  

b. PCC members to be elected  

c. Appointment of independent examiner or auditor to the PCC 

7. Any other business 

8. Closing Prayer 
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Floodlighting for St Mary's, Bishop's Cannings 
 
  
April 4th  Geoff Brown, with love from 

  Valerie, Tim, Lesley-Ann & family 
April 5th       Alexander Combe 
  
April 6th       Anthony Lake. 
  
April 17th      Rachael Tyson 

  

April 21st   Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

 
  

If you wish to celebrate an anniversary by floodlighting the 
Church, please contact Jenny Combe  on 01380  860356.  
Cost per week is £12.00. 
 
St Mary’s Services: 

Sunday 5th 
 
Sunday 12th 
 
Sunday 19th 
 
Sunday 26th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, services times were 
not available by the time the 
Newsletter went to print.  Please 
refer to the Church Magazine and 
Church Notices Board for service 
times for April. 
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The Bishop’s Cannings Community Lunch  

The next get together will be at 

The New Inn, Coate 

on Wednesday 1st April at 12.30pm 
 
The lunch is a great way to meet new neighbours, make new 
friends and have a good catch up with current friends. 
Anyone is welcome to join us but please book in advance with 
Liz Bailey on 01380 860400 or text 07779 900227 or email 
liz@iftco.com by 30th March 
 
Future date for your diary – Wednesday 6th April. 
 
 

Bishop’s Cannings Tuesday Club 
In view of the advice from the government about the   
Coronavirus pandemic, we have decided to cancel both the 
remaining meetings in April and May.  At the time of writing 
(12.03.20)  Crystal and I are in the process of contacting 
everyone to let members and volunteers know that next week’s 
meeting is no longer going ahead. 

We had already decided that this would be our final programme, 
with a celebration in May to mark the 20 years of running 
Tuesday Club. As this will no longer be going ahead, we now 
hope to have a Christmas meal to mark this occasion.  We will of 
course be letting members know nearer the time of our plans. 
We do hope that you all keep well. 
 
Ann Jarvis 
 
 
 
 

mailto:liz@iftco.com
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Open Spaces Survey 

Wiltshire Council is undertaking a collaborative piece of work for 
which they need assistance. About four years ago, Wiltshire 
Council collected data related to open space provision in our 
area and that input was invaluable. However, it is really 
important that the records the Council has are brought up to 
date so that they can accurately inform two significant emerging 
strategies. 

The data collected will be used to understand the current 
provision of existing open space within the county and will form 
part of the evidence base necessary to underpin a new Green 
Infrastructure and an Open Space Strategy. 

You can have your say by returning a completed survey via email 
to SpatialPlanningPloicy@wiltshire.gov.uk  before 31st March 
2020.  

The survey can be downloaded from the Parish Council website: 
bishopscanningparishcouncil.gov.uk  There is also a link on our 
Facebook page which will take you directly to the survey. 

If you wish to read around the subject, Natural England’s Green 
Infrastructure Guidance page has a downloadable PDF which 
describes green Infrastructure. 

We hope you appreciate the increasingly important role that 
open space and green infrastructure plays in the community and 
the benefits thereof in completing and returning the survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:SpatialPlanningPloicy@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.bishopscanningparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Could you be a Side by Side volunteer?  
 
Do you have some spare time to get 
involved in a volunteering opportunity 
with Alzheimer’s Society? The charity 
is looking for local people ready to 
take up a fun, friendly, super-flexible 
volunteering opportunity, with its Side 
by Side service. Volunteers will be 
paired with someone with dementia, so they can help them 
keep on doing the things they love – and try new things too 
whether it’s going for a swim or catching the latest movie. And 
you’ll receive expert training and support to develop the role.  
 
Side by Side really is a two-way street. Of course, there’s the 
feel-good factor of knowing that you’re changing someone’s life. 
But our volunteers are also constantly amazed by how much 
they learn from the people they support. As with any 
relationship, it’s a shared journey made up of unique moments. 
Loneliness is a real problem for people with dementia, yet one 
of the most important things for those affected is to remain part 
of their community. 
 
‘Side by Side has increased my confidence, improved my social 
skills and made me grow as a person. I just love it in every way!’ 
Side by Side volunteer 
 
To find out how to get involved call Clare Lucas, Alzheimer’s 
Society’s Volunteering Officer, on 01249 443469 or email her at 
clare.lucas@alzheimers.org.uk. 
 
alzheimers.org.uk/sidebyside  
 
 
 

mailto:clare.lucas@alzheimers.org.uk
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/sidebyside
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VE Day 75 Celebrations 

Thursday, 7th May 2020 
As many of you will already know, this year the early 
May Bank Holiday will be moved back by four days 
to coincide with the 75th anniversary of VE Day, 
marking the end of the war in Europe.  The Bank 
Holiday will form part of a three-day weekend of 
commemorative events from Friday 8th to Sunday, 
10th May. 
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day, we are 
planning a community event which will take place on the 
afternoon of Thursday, 7th May at Bishops Cannings C of E 
School.  The school will be working together with members of 
the community to perform a short concert of wartime songs and 
readings of which we hope you and your family will want to be a 
part. 
The concert will be staged in the school hall on Thursday, 7th May at 
2 pm and will be followed by a 40’s style afternoon tea “street 
party”.  We hope you will all come along and join in the 
celebrations, but we would also welcome your support and 
involvement in making this happen.  We are looking for volunteers 
to help with painting a backdrop and finding props and costumes 
and also help with setting up and catering for the street party – 
vintage style tea sets, cake stands, bunting and flags etc.   
We would like to invite you all, including any veterans and 
former evacuees who may be living locally. If you are one – or 
know of any – please do contact the school office on 01380 
860633.  If you are interested in taking part in this special event, 
please contact the same number and let us know how you 
would like to be involved. 
We would like this to be our chance as a community to organise 
something really special to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of VE Day – marking the end of the war in Europe 75 years ago. 
Catherine Vardy, Headteacher, Bishops Cannings Primary 
School. 
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Bishops Cannings Preschool News 

At Preschool throughout March the staff and children dressed 
up as their favourite book characters for World Book Day.  For 
Sports Relief children and staff dressed in sporty clothes and 
took part in various activities during the week leading up to 
Sports Relief as well as learning about a girl called Olivia who 
lives in Uganda. To mark World Downs Syndrome Day, the 
children and staff dressed in odd socks.   
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Minutes of a meeting of Bishops Cannings Parish Council   

Held on Tuesday 10th March 2020  

in Bishops Cannings Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs. D. Carey (DC), (Chair), J Combe (JC), C Body (CB), E 
Clark (EC), K Baxter (KB), S Casey (SC)  
In attendance: P Whitehead (PW) (Unitary), R Miller (RM), 
(Clerk), 2 members of the public 
1      Apologies for Absence. 
        P Robinson and C Callow. 

2     Public session. 
Concern was expressed regarding rumours concerning 
potential development of land for housing east of Lay Wood.  
DC confirmed that she was aware of such rumours but 
emphasised that no official information was available and no 
proposal for development had been received.  She will make 
further enquiries.  PW advised that sufficient allocated land 
exists elsewhere in the county to meet the 2036 allocation 
target and that no further major sites in the parish are 
required.  He also indicated that it is not Wiltshire Council’s 
policy to attempt to overrule Neighbourhood Plans. 

3     Disclosure of Interest relevant to the business of the 
meeting. 

       None disclosed. 
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4    Approval of Minutes. 
Proposed by JC and seconded by CB it was resolved that the 
minutes of the meeting of 11th February 2020 be signed by 
the Chair as a true record.   

5.   Chair’s Report. 
Wiltshire Council is undertaking a county wide survey of 
residents as part of their recently announced Open   Spaces 
and Green Infrastructure policy.  The closing date for return 
of survey forms is 31st Match 2020.  The PC received the 
request too late for inclusion in the March newsletter and 
has put links to the survey on its website and Facebook 
page. DC/EC will complete the section relevant to the PC. 
Verge posts installation in Bourton Road has been 
completed and all posts remain in situ. 
The PC has been approached by Heidi Harbers of the New 
Inn, Coate who seeks a letter of support from the PC for her 
wish to upgrade the public facilities in the field adjacent to 
the pub.  DC has visited the site and had discussions with 
Heidi.  DC to provide letter of support. 

6.    Cllr Whitehead (Unitary) Update.   
PW confirmed that the increase in Council Tax for 2020/21 
will be 4%.  He also drew attention to guidance on Covid19 
precautions available on the Wiltshire Council website. 

7.    Clerks report   
a) Email and telephone contact from Mrs Ann Carter who 
advised that damage had occurred to the fencing at the 
Richmond Close play area. The Clerk has arranged for 
repairs to be made. 
Mr David Cackett wrote to express his disappointment at 
the lack progress on his request for the installation of white 
gates on the highway in Coate. The Clerk has replied and 
clarified the status of his request. 
b)  There has been no further correspondence on the 
matter of legal action against the PC by Mr Gary Mansell. 
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No action is required from the Parish Council at the present 
time. 
 
c)   The ICO notified the PC on 25th February that it had 
received a complaint from Mr Gary Mansell regarding the 
way in which the PC handled the 2nd of his three Freedom of 
Information requests.  The Clerk supplied the ICO with 
copies of relevant correspondence and on 2nd March 2020 
the ICO advised that the PC had responded appropriately to 
the request. 
 
d)   The ICO has made a recommendation that the PC makes 
changes to the way in which it manages its email 
procedures.  The Clerk will investigate the options early in 
the new financial year. 
 
e)   The Cabinet Office has provided new instructions 
regarding the format of domain name addresses.  The 
correspondence has been forwarded to Objenix for 
comment/action. 
 

8.    Matters arising from previous minutes 
 

Minute  Action 

point 

no. 

Summary Responsibility 

8.3 1 Transfer of play areas DC has advised 

WC 

8.5 2 Lay Wood hedge/tree 

planting 

Problem 

unresolved.  

PW 

recommends 

involving 

Gazette & 
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Herald. CC to 

contact 

8.6 3 Coate gates and speed 

limit 

PR to progress 

as Jan. minutes 

10 4 Financial assistance RM has advised 

recipients and 

obtained bank 

details 

11a 5 Church pathway area 

board financing 

EC has received 

the required 

information 

from Peter Russ 

11b 6 Church pathway 

estimate 

RM has 

contacted C 

Tovill re 

acceptance of 

estimate 

11c 7 Pilot memorial 

location. 

EC to obtain 

necessary 

permissions. 

11d 8 Le Marchant EC to pursue 

Streetscene for 

response 

11e 9 Public consultation EC has 

completed 

analysis of 

responses and 

prepared a 

draft of the 
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strategic 

priorities 

11f 10 Horton Rd trees Quotation for 8 

trees received. 

11g 11 Car park Quotation now 

received 

11g 12 School pathway EC has acquired 

necessary road 

width 

information. DC 

has discussed 

with school 

11h 14 S.106 Lay Wood RM has 

contacted Colin 

Brown at WC 

13a 15 Estimate for verge post 

installation 

Work now 

completed. 

13b 16 Financial Regulations RM has revised 

and presented 

to this meeting 

13c 17 

 

Charge card Not pursued.  

See Finance 

below 
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9.    Planning applications. 
 

        Reference Location Proposed works 

20/00897/FUL 

Fenham, Puddles 
Lane, Coate 

 
Attached garage, 

demolition of existing 

20/01118/FUL 
Manor Farm, Coate 

 
Change of use, 

ground floor granary 

 
EC circulated his findings and recommendation prior to the 
meeting and all Councillors agreed to make no objection. 
 
10.  Projects 
       a)    Church pathway financing 

 Financial information now received form Friends of the 
Church and submission will be made to the Area Board 
meeting of 11th May 2020. 

       b)    Pilots memorial 
 EC and DC have visited the year at Winchcombe’s to 
discuss the memorial siting and size.  Winchcombe’s will 
make enquiries to source a 6’ sarsen stone.  A final costing 
not yet established.  Follow up email from EC.  EC to chase 
consent from WC. 

       c)    Le Marchant 
 Habitat report supplied to Streetscene at Wiltshire Council 
prior to February meeting.  Response awaited. It was noted 
that the area in question may be included in the CAT. 

       d)    Neighbourhood Plan – Public Consultation 
         Responses have been collated and a Statement of Strategic 

Priorities produced and sent to Devizes TC. 
         Completion of the housing matrix is expected in May and 
issue of the updated plan is expected in July. 
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PW suggested that CATG should be contacted regarding a 
footpath link between Lay Wood and Corn Croft.  A site visit 
is required first to establish what currently exists. 

       e)    Horton Road tree planting 
         Total cost for supply and planting for eight bare-root plants 

now established at £1,678.  WC have requested a site 
meeting, EC to progress.  It has been found that two of the 
proposed locations are not covered by the S.96 license and 
a variation will be sought by DC/EC, failing which the 
planting will be reduced to six at an estimated cost of 
£1,250 (budget £1,600)  RM to place order when details are 
finalised. 

 
       f)   Car park  

EC/RM have measured the existing site and found that 
there is insufficient space for the proposed new  parking 
arrangements.  EC has produced a schematic of an area 
some 64 x 25m that will provide a hard surface for parking 
of 64 x 18m together with space for planting screening 
shrubbery, an access path and possibly a relocated ditch. 
RM has inspected the existing lease document and found it 
to be annually renewable. On the basis of the foregoing, all 
Councillors agreed that an approach be made to the Crown 
estate to seek to purchase the enlarged site, failing which, 
to renegotiate  lease terms.  It was also agreed that a 
similar approach be made in respect of the area of paddock 
opposite the car park in order to maintain it as an open 
space.  The applications will be linked but not made 
interdependent.  EC to contact the Crown Estate.  RM to 
contact Conservation Contractors. 
 

       g)   School pathway 
 

DC has met Catherine Vardy at the school who confirmed 
her support for the proposed path route through the front 
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of the village hall grounds and this has been conveyed to 
Caroline Cutting.  KB suggested that the erection of a 
further fence within the hall grounds might alleviate 
possible security concerns.  DC will convey the suggestion to 
CC along with an offer, at the PC’s expense, to clear the 
brambles at the Chandlers Lane side of the hall grounds.             

                  
       h)   S.106 funds for Lay Wood     

      The PC’s decision at the February meeting was conveyed to 
Colin Brown at WC.  He subsequently contacted the Clerk to 
discuss alternative proposals and to date none have been 
received.  Regarding the Chandlers Lane site, EC reported 
that the Agent for the Diocese is now Strutt and Parker and 
he will initiate discussions with them on a possible use of 
the site.  In view of these developments, RM to advise WC 
that further discussions regarding use of the S.106 fund are 
suspended pro tem. 

 
  
  12.  Subjects for next Agenda 
          Clerk’s annual review 
         Annual Parish meeting.  DC to book date.  All Councillors 

to suggest topics for discussion, speakers etc.        
 

  13.  Finance 
At the request of the Chair, all councillors agreed to 
consider and vote upon a matter not included on     the 
Agenda, being the adoption of an investment policy.  RM 
suggested that all funds available for investment be held 
in interest bearing cash accounts with institutions that 
hold a full UK banking Licence and are members of the 
FSCS. EC proposed and JC seconded that the basis 
described be adopted as the policy.  All councillors were in 
favour. 

          a)   Revised Financial Regulations 
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           DC proposed and KB seconded that these be adopted.  All 
councillors were in favour 

             b)   Opening of an additional current account with Lloyds 
Bank 

                 JC proposed and EC seconded that an account be opened 
for the exclusive use of a debit card to be issued to the 
Clerk and that the account balance be limited to £500 at 
any time.  All councillors were in favour.  RM to complete 
application. 

 
           c)   Renewal of the grass cutting contract 

RM advised the meeting that idverde had offered to 
renew without an increase in costs and that the       
annual value of the contract was below the level requiring 
3 alternative quotations.  EC proposed and CB seconded 
that the contract be renewed.  All councillors were in 
favour and RM was instructed to inform the supplier 
 

           d)   Play area costs – disapplication of Financial Regulation 
RM advised that he viewed the proposed payment for 
repairs to play equipment as exceptional in nature in that 
the supplier was appointed by Wiltshire Council and that 
the expense was fully funded by Wiltshire Council.  All 
councillors agreed with that interpretation; EC proposed 
and  DC seconded the proposal to disapply the Financial 
Regulations to the transaction.  All councillors were in 
favour. 
 

           e)   Bank reconciliation 
The bank reconciliation was presented, approved by all, 
signed by the Chair and scrutinised by CB. 

            Total balances at 29th February 2020 amount to 
£147,319.42 

          f)   Monthly payments list             
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 The payments shown below were approved by all Cllrs. 
and the list and supporting invoices initialled   by the Chair 
and the latter by Cllr Combe. 

 

Payee Ref. Description Amount 
£ 

Provision Method 

HMRC - March 
Income tax 
payable Apr. 

96.00 s.112 
LGA72 

BACS 

R Miller - March salary 574.65 s.112 
LGA72 

SO 

Majuba 1103 Feb. 
newsletter 

57.00 s.142 
LGA72 

BACS 

idverde 778111 Feb. grass 
cutting 

117.94 s.127 
LGA72 

BACS 

S 
Peachey 

18 Richmond Cl. 
Fence 
repairs 

245.00 s.27 
LGA72 

BACS 

S 
Peachey 

19 Mar. asset 
maintenance 

137.50 s.27 
LGA72 

BACS 

S 
Peachey 

20 Verge post 
installation 

605.00 s.27 
LGA72 

BACS 

St Mary 
Ch. 

- Graveyard 
maintenance 

3200.00 s.214 
LGA72 

BACS 

Army 
cadets 

- Donation 600.00 s.137 
LGS72 

BACS 

BC 
Brownies 

- Donation 600.00 s.137 
LGS72 

BACS 

D Carey - Stationery 
for N. Plan 
meeting 

9.00 s.111 
LGS72 

BACS 

Wilts 
Wildlife 

12280 Bio. Survey 
Le Marchant 

216.00 s.164 
PHA87 

BACS 

   6,458.09   
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Meeting ended at 9.50pm 
 
Signed………………………………………………….   
 
 Date……………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Appendix 
Summary of action points for the next meeting.  

 

Minute  Action 

point 

no. 

Topic Responsibility 

2 1 Potential 

development east 

of Lay Wood 

DC to investigate and 

report 

5 2 Completion of 

open spaces survey 

DC/EC to finalise 

7 (e) 3 Domain name 

address 

RM to chase Objenix 

8.2 4 Lay Wood planting CC to contact Gazette 

& Herald 

8.3 5 Coate gates PR to obtain costings. 

8.7 6 Pilot memorial 

location. 

EC to obtain 

necessary 

permissions. 
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8.8 7 Le Marchant EC to pursue 

Streetscene for 

response 

10 (b) 8 Pilot memorial DC/EC to identify cost 

10 (d) 9 Footpath link 

between Lay Wood 

and Corn Croft 

DC/RM to visit site. 

10 (e) 

 

10 Horton Rd trees EC/DC to seek S.96 

variation 

10 (f) 11 Car park RM to contact 

Conservation 

Contractors, EC to 

contact Crown Estate 

10 (g) 12 School pathway - 

fencing 

DC to contact CC 

 

10(h) 13 S.106 Lay Wood RM to contact Colin 

Brown at WC 

10 (h) 14 Chandlers Lane EC to contact Strutt & 

Parker and Peter Russ 

13(b) 15 Grass cutting 

contract 

RM to advise supplier. 

13(c) 16 Bank account RM to complete 

application 
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